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The academic year 2011-12 has kicked off to a great start at MES Cairo. After a busy summer during which 
the school’s administrative staff worked tirelessly to prepare for the beginning of Term One, students 

returned to find many fabulous upgrades had been made to the school facilities.  The MES Cairo maintenance 
team has been working very hard to ensure that improvements of the highest standards have been carried out 
all over the school campus.

There was a sense of anticipation and a buzz in the air as the MES Cairo family, keen to embark on a new year 
of learning and success, started off the year in a spirit of energy, enthusiasm and vigour.  It is wonderful to walk 
around the school on a typical busy day and see how all of the students have settled in extremely well and are 
so enthusiastic about being here.  School uniform is looking very good and once again I would like to thank all 
parents for supporting us with enforcing our code of conduct.  This code is in place to ensure safety, inclusion and 
a high-quality learning environment for all. MES Cairo continues to have an outstanding reputation for positive 
behaviour across all of the age groups.

Already, we have seen the long first half of term packed with new and exciting developments in teaching and 
learning, INSET training days have been held for, and by, our inspirational teachers; along with a catalogue of 
wider achievements and enhanced changes in many aspects of school life.  

I am immensely proud of the charitable work that the MES Cairo staff and students continue to undertake. The 
‘Adopt a School’ project is showing significant developments and I am sure you will be amazed by the progress 
being made there and in other charity schemes that our family is so committed to.

In fact, so much has been happening that you may not hear about all of it in this issue of our much-anticipated 
MESsenger but as usual we will endeavour to cover all of our activities in our upcoming MESsenger issues this 
year. 

Successful ‘Meet and Greet’ and Primary Parental Information Sessions have taken place for all Year groups in 
Primary to mark the beginning of a new year and all of our Primary parents have had the opportunity to meet 
with their children’s teachers at two recent Parents Evenings. The FS1 ‘Family Week’ took place early in Novem-
ber and we enjoyed many great initiatives including a progressive event that involved MES Cairo fathers reading 
with their children in their classrooms. Year Five have given us a memorable concert and our talented instrumen-
talists have performed to parent audiences for two evenings of Peripatetic Music concerts. I would like to thank 
all of the parents who were able to come along and participate in these important events. If you were not able 
to attend, you will find all the relevant curriculum information on the website and in the weekly newsletters sent 
home with your child and by emails.  I would also like to thank you for your overwhelmingly positive feedback 
about our improved aspects of communication across all school sections. 

Baseline tests for students in the lower Secondary years in each section have taken place.  Our Year and Grade 
Seven cohort have adapted incredibly quickly and are already well integrated in to the Secondary school, as are 
new students in other year groups. 

The Secondary school will be holding parent meetings soon and issuing Term One reports. Our Senior students 
continue to be as active as ever.  They held a successful Senior Dinner at the start of the year and are inspirational 
in their impressive ability to keep up their academic studies whilst initiating extra-curricular events such as 
fundraising and charity work.

As the term continues, so do our activities and we are all looking forward to the Secondary Production which 
promises to be a stimulating and thought-provoking adaptation of Brecht’s ‘The Caucasian Chalk Circle’.   
Students and staff have been working extremely hard on the production so please book your tickets and do 
come along to one of the shows to enjoy what promises to be truly superb theatre.

Year, Grade and IBDP11 students are starting to prepare for their competitive Secondary Debate and we are 
looking forward to our annual Seasonal Concert at the end of Term One. We have stacks of fun to look forward 
to across the school in Term Two as well!

I know you will enjoy reading about MES Cairo’s stunning IBDP, IGCSE and A Level results and about our 
developments in AP courses. Congratulations go to the students and their teachers, who are working so hard to 
achieve these ongoing successes.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of the school, and I look forward to 
another exciting year ahead. 

Sawsan L. Dajani
Managing Director 
MES Cairo
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Every summer, Modern English School Cairo Senior students are given a magnificent send-off into the world of higher education 
and adulthood.  In late June, the school field is magnificently transformed to host the warm and intimate, yet uniquely spectacular, 
annual MES Cairo Graduation Ceremony that has become deeply entrenched in the proud MES Cairo tradition.   

This year, on 21st June 2011, Modern English School Cairo held a Graduation ceremony that was particularly special. The 
concept of graduating and leaving school can be a highly emotional and even daunting prospect for many school leavers. This 
year, as Graduation day approached, there was a sense amongst the whole of the school community that this year’s Seniors 
were being released from the shelter of the MES Cairo family nest, to take flight into a world that is naturally exciting, and yet in 
a state of constant change.

As the MES Cairo Class of 2011 Graduates prepared for their special ceremony, their families and friends, teachers and honorary 
guests were treated to the gentle yet moving resonance of piano music being played by talented students of all ages. MES Cairo, 
always proud of the artistic as well as the academic achievements of its students, involves students of all ages in the ceremony, 
which is a family affair.  Pianists Kenzie Shaltout Y3B, Sandra Masouad Y5R, Hannah Caroline Y3B, Ibrahim EL Nemr Y4V, Omar 
Younes Y4Y, Nadia Sakran Y9Y, Mahira Hamed G8Y, Duaa Haji Y9R and the Graduate Adam El Benhawy DP12R, created an 
enchanting atmosphere of serene optimism.  

As cultured and familiar with the more classic fineries of the arts the MES Cairo students are, their teachers never forget that 
they are children of the 21st Century!  The guests were stirred from their piano induced reverie as students from across the 
school, including the Primary sections, suddenly fluttered into the arena and thrilled the audience by performing an upbeat and 
exhilarating ‘Flash Mob’ dance entitled the ‘Ages of MES’, choreographed by Ms. Joanna Goodchild and Ms. Christine Downey. 
The students wore flowing costumes that imitated the blue and gold of the MES Cairo graduation gowns.  The arena was suddenly 
awash with shimmering and undulating waves of movements made by the troupe of young dancers, as they clapped, swayed, 
swung and turned in perfect unison to the electric sound of The Black Eyed Peas’ song, ‘Tonight’s Gonna be a Good Night’.

As the dancers knelt to welcome arrival of their senior school MES Cairo siblings, MES Cairo’s Founding Principal, Mr. Peter 
Godfrey, announced the formal commencement of the Ceremony.  The Graduates were led into the arena to the striking sounds 

of Copeland’s ‘Fanfare for the Common Man’ by their 
Headteachers; Mrs. Nicola Singleton (Head of British and IB 
Diploma Programme Sections) and Ms. Catherine Spencer, 
(Principal of the American Section).  Soon, everyone was 
standing to listen to a powerful and proud performance of 
the National Anthem of the Arab Republic of Egypt, sung by 
Rula Zaki.

This was followed by a Quran reading, which was delivered 
calmly and expressively by Hussein Hegazy (G10).

The Grade 9 and 10 Chorus and the Grade 11 and 12 Chorus, 
accompanied on the piano by Mr. Daniel Tomlin, performed 
the school song, ‘To MES be True’ and the guests were then 
welcomed by MES Cairo’s Managing Director, Mrs. Sawsan 
Dajani.

Mrs. Dajani’s message touched on the recent changes that 
have taken place in Egypt and advised the Class of 2011 
on how to handle the effects of change as they begin their 
journey into the world beyond school.  Speaking with great 
compassion, her inspirational words were full of wisdom and 
good advice. ‘A great deal has occurred over the past year. 
It would be impossible to speak to you all tonight without 
acknowledging that we live in interesting and changing times 
full of promise, dreams of better opportunities, hope and 
infinite aspirations.’ 

She advised the Graduates to hold on to crucial principles 
as they face the inevitable changes and challenges that life 
always brings...‘The first is to Be Thankful. Be thankful for 
whatever life throws your way, especially during the difficult 
times...those are the times during which you build strength 

American, British and IBDP Graduation Ceremony 2011
‘Yesterday is but today’s memory, and tomorrow is today’s dream.’ Khalil Gibran

‘Ages of MES’ - Flash Mob dance!

Members of the MES Cairo Class of 2011
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of character. The second is to Be Kind. 
A judge of true character is being kind 
when you least need to be and when you 
can least afford it. Not just financially, but 
when time is a constraint or the pressures 
of everyday life are overwhelming. The 
third lesson is to Bring Love Into Every 
Situation. This is the trickiest lesson 
of them all. When faced with a difficult 
change, a dramatic change or if you 
find yourself in a situation that scares 
or unsettles you... face it with love. The 
fourth and final lesson is the infamous 
phrase ‘When Life Gives You Lemons, 
Then Make Lemonade!’ And we all know 
that the best Lemonade in the world is 
made right here in Egypt!’

The MES Cairo family is united in 
its admiration of Mrs. Dajani’s own 
tenacity, and her kindness and strength 
in adversity.  Her words reminded the school community of the birth of Modern 
English School Cairo itself, and the changes and challenges that were faced by 
the founding members when they were evacuated from Kuwait during the Gulf 
War and built the foundations of this great school here in Egypt …with nothing to 
start with but their own foundations of gratitude, kindness, love, and of course, a 
sense of humour and a great pioneering spirit.

Mrs. Dajani warmly welcomed the Cermony’s guest speaker, Mrs. Rita Janssen, 
who had stepped in to speak in place of her husband, Mr. Marc Franco, the 
Ambassador of the EU European Delegation to Egypt.  Prior to his post in 
Egypt, he and Mrs. Janssen Franco previously lived in the Russian Federation 
for six years, where Ambassador Franco held the same post. Their professional 
affiliation with the European Union has taken them all over world. Mrs. Janssen’s 
address to the Class of 2011 was spoken with conviction and the young people 
it targeted did not miss a word of it, as each listened intently, with a glow of pride 
and admiration. Their focused concentration reflected a vivid awareness of the 
endless possibilities on the roads that stretch so far ahead of each and every one 
of them...

Mrs. Janssen reminded them that ‘Mrs. and Mr. Dajani and their teams have done 
a titanic job in creating a Renaissance-type school where learning is important 
but where equal emphasis is put on artistic and humanistic values. You, students, 
are immensely lucky …You will appreciate the foundations that were laid here for 
the rest of your lives…never forget that you are the future and the hope of your 
country. You are the ones who will make Egypt develop and help it blossom and 

bloom.  You are the building stones for a better to-morrow.  I am impressed by your 
vision, your intelligence and determination.  And I am impressed by 
your courage to step forward and your willingness to start changing 
the world.  In return we, the older generation, will stand behind you and 
offer you our experience, our wisdom and support. You will always be 
able to count on us. Together we will build a better future. In Egypt, in 
the region, and elsewhere in the world. This is a promise and a pledge 
Ambassador Franco and myself make to you, the Class of 2011. It is 
the most valuable present we can offer you.’

Mr. Daniel Tomlin accompanied the High School Choruses once more 
as they entertained the guests with a beautiful rendition of ‘Breakaway’.  
This was followed by the moving song, ‘Corner of the Sky’, in which 
they were joined by the Staff Chorus.

Three Graduates spoke for their peers in an address that represented 
each section of the Senior School; Abdelrahman Khattab (American 
Section), Hania Elbenhawi (IBDP) and Mina Fouad, (British Section), 

Mrs. Sawsan Dajani (Managing Director of MES Cairo)

The Graduates received their Diplomas with pride

Many of the Graduates had been at MES Cairo since 
Nursery age!

The three students representing each of the Secondary Sections 
made impressive speeches

Nadya Shanab - MES Cairo Class of 2004
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each spoke eloquently and persuasively. 
Their speeches and the delivery of their 
messages were a true testament to the 
intellect, the determination, the intrepid 
character traits and the multiple talents 
that exist throughout the three MES 
Cairo Senior School Sections. 

The diverse talents of the MES Cairo 
Class of 2011 were proudly highlighted 
by their American Section Principal, 
Ms. Catherine Spencer and their IB 
and British Section Headteacher, Mrs. 
Nicola Singleton, in a joint address in 
which they reinforced the messages of 
ambition, hope and optimism.

MES Cairo Alumni MESConians, Malak El Masry (Class of 2005) and professional 
artist Nadya Shanab (Class of 2004), also took part in the Ceremony.  All were 
impressed by Malak’s confident and commanding performance of ‘Unwritten’, 
accompanied by Mr. Scott Allsop on guitar.

Mr. Jonathan Todd adapted Nadya Shanab’s post-revolution song (penned in 
February 2011 while she was living in the UK and planning on returning to Egypt), 
entitled ‘Egypt’s Waiting for Me’.  The adapted score enabled the school choirs 
and staff band to accompany Nadya in what was a mighty showpiece. Nadya 
is a true inspiration to all young people in Egypt.  This MES Cairo Graduate’s 
determined spirit has taken her on a phenomenal journey to success.

Cool, energizing breezes were spreading the MES Cairo magic all around the 
otherwise tranquil air of the summer night, as the Presentation of High School 
Diploma and Leaving Certificates commenced.  Ms. Ghada Dajani (Deputy 

Managing Director) 
proudly announced each 
Graduate’s name as he or 
she held their heads high 
and walked across the 
MES Cairo Graduation 
stage to receive their 
Diplomas and Leaving 
Certificates.

Soon, they had all 
officially graduated! No 
longer school students, 
many of these newly 
evolved MESConians 
had waited eagerly for 
this moment of Graduation for about fourteen years! Mr. Godfrey warmly 
wished them well as he closed the Ceremony and, in another spirited MES 
Cairo tradition, he paused… he made them wait that little extra second or 
two… before finally giving them the nod that told them they were officially 
‘released’! They expressed delight and threw their caps high up into the air 
in a dazzling expression of success, freedom and hope. Caps and tassles 
lurched, fluttered and one or two even flew off into the Katameya night as 
the arena was suddenly awash with animated young men and women being 
congratulated by friends, teachers and members of their immediate families.  
‘The Four Seasons’ by Vivaldi played gloriously in the background, and as 
the less formal proceedings continued, Mrs. Franco Jenssen’s words still 
whispered emphatically in the spirited breeze:

‘In return we, the older generation, will stand behind you and offer you our 
experience, our wisdom and support.  You will always be able to count on 
us.  Together we will build a better future…’

Ms. Catherine Spencer (American Section Principal) and 
Mrs. Nicola Singleton (Headteacher British and IB)

Flowers of appreciation for Mrs. Franco-Janssen, 
representing the EU Ambassador to Egypt

Mrs. Franco-Janssen delivered a powerful address to 
the Class of 2011

Flowers of appreciation for Mrs. Franco-Janssen, 
representing the EU Ambassador to Egypt

Staff and student mixed Chorus

Malak El Masry – MES Cairo Class of 2005
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I was immensely proud to attend the Class of 2011 Graduation Ceremony, as this 
year group has been very special to me.

I first arrived at MES Cairo in September 1998, and my first class was Reception 
Red.  Being new to the school, and speaking almost no Arabic, I was extremely 
grateful to have children like Nihal Shousha in my class, who even at the age of four 

years old, had the skills and confidence to help me find my way around.  I clearly remember Nesma Mardini who called me ‘auntie’, and brought 
in wonderful home-made biscuits to share with her new friends, and Maria Hanna with her contagious enthusiasm for everything we did.

I moved up with this year group and the following year I taught Year One Blue.  Mohamed Turky was a member of this class and he took his 
work very seriously even back then, as did Mariam Koura who had so much energy she must have had jumping beans for breakfast!

I had a lump in my throat when Gamal Abdel Ghaffar sang a solo during the song ‘Breakaway’, as I remembered how well he had played his 
lead role in our Year Two class assembly based on the story of ‘The boy who cried wolf’, and was amazed at the talent of Malak El Masry who 
I did not have the privilege to teach, but who I clearly remember as a young student in Key Stage One - starring in the Nursery production.

Ms. Singleton’s remarks struck a chord with me as although I am now a very proud mum to two beautiful daughters, I did feel a parental sense 
of pride for the accomplished young ladies and gentlemen about to embark on their adult lives.  Being a part of the MES family means a great 
deal to me, and I feel that teaching gives you an incredible opportunity to play a part in shaping the lives of these wonderful young people, who 
to me looked exactly the same (just a lot taller) as when I was tying their shoe laces and teaching them how to read and write.  

I am so happy that my family has been able to return to MES Cairo this year, and I have enjoyed meeting students that I taught years ago 
around school.  When Lina Masry and Israa Eissa came to say hello I could not believe how much they had grown up, yet how little they had 
changed.  I hope that I will still be here in another twelve years to see my 2011-12 FS2 Yellow class… graduate!

Congratulations, Class of 2011, I wish you success and happiness in everything you encounter, and I look 
forward to hearing about where your lives take you all in the future.

Mrs. H. El-Hoss - FS2 Yellow Teacher

Senior Class Photographs
2011

Graduat ion Ceremony 2011

Reflections
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The European Council of International Schools (ECIS) is the leading collaborative global 
network promoting and supporting the ideals and best practices of international 

education.  Founded in 1965, ECIS is a global membership organisation that provides professional 
development opportunities to its members who are comprised of international schools, individuals 
and educational organisations.  MES Cairo is delighted that Mr. Tom Roodvoets gained the 
prestigious award for ‘exemplary voluntary contributions which have helped to promote 
and enhance international education and foster a positive rapport and understanding 
between and among culturally diverse students, staff and parents’. 

Tom Roodvoets hails from Michigan USA.  He graduated from Hope College, Holland, Michigan 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in History and Political Science.  He completed his Master Degree 
in Teacher Education at Michigan State University. He has taught in a range of educational 
establishments and has taught a broad range of disciplines across the Secondary level age 
groups, ranging from 11 to 18-year-olds. He has never failed to leave a highly impressive mark 
wherever he has worked.  

Five years into his career, he was called upon to share his inspirational classroom techniques 
when he was employed to teach adults about educational pedagogy, as well as teaching English 
as a Second Language to adults in Michigan, US and in Vinnitsia, Ukraine.  His high ability as 
a skilled educator was evident from early on in his career and this meant that Tom was in high 
demand by employers all over the world.  

Following his philanthropic passions, and ignoring the promise of material gain, he admirably 
chose to take up a voluntary position in the Ukraine in the year 2000 through the Peace Corps. 
This experience abroad left him hungry for more experience outside of the US. In 2003 we were 
lucky to receive him here in Egypt where he has effectively led the MES Cairo American Section 
Humanities department for close to seven years.

Mr. Roodvoets will always go the extra mile and is a dedicated, hardworking and caring 
professional. His personality, knowledge and enthusiasm are infectious qualities that make him a 
very special teacher. His teaching load is colossal and he successfully chairs a faculty as well as 
fulfilling his teaching commitments with incredible energy and zest.  There was no room for AP Art 
History on the school timetable but that did not stop him from offering the course as he knew that 
students wanted to take it.  So for the past two years Mr. Roodvoets has been teaching the AP Art history course totally voluntarily, staying behind 
at school an average of three evenings per week with his students in order to give them the opportunity to study Art History at this higher level. His 
students are always his top priority.  

The students that Mr. Roodvoets teaches never forget him!  They are inspired, guided and motivated throughout their contact with him at school and 
beyond, never failing to express their admiration and even love for Mr. Roodvoets well after they depart. They are inspired by him in a way that other 
teachers admire.  His colleagues respect him as much as his students do – even if at times they wonder where they went wrong in not receiving the 
myriad of mentions that Mr. Roodvoets does in the school’s Senior Year Books. This year he even received the ultimate accolade of an MES Cairo 
‘Knighthood’… 

‘I would like to thank all my teachers but especially would like to thank SIR Tom Roodvoets - the legend!’ (entry from Grade 12 Year Book, Class of 
2011).  

Here are some quotations from students’ Year book entries over the past two years… 

‘I owe my wisdom to Mr. Roodvoets.’ Deena El Safty, Class of 2010

‘Mr. Roodvoets, your classes were a joy over the years and you proved that learning can be fun.’ Moustafa Hussein Class of 2010

‘Mr. Roodvoets, thank you for constantly pushing me to do my best.  I will never forget you.  Thank you for being my friend.’ Farida Khedr, Class of 
2011

Fellow colleagues do not hesitate in praising Mr. Roodvoets: 

‘Tom’s level of dedication to his students is evident in his concern beyond the classroom. He regularly comes to me in my office and talks about 
students that are having problems outside of class. His support of students is a rarity not seen in many of his colleagues. He has a genuine concern 
for the wellbeing of his students. He is an outstanding educator.’ Mr. Daniel Tomlin, Choir Director and student Counselor

‘Having Tom as a colleague has been a privilege of mine for four years. He is the steady anchor of our department; always willing to help, share 
advice, or just listen. His passion for learning and teaching is undeniable, always using opportunities to challenge himself, his students, and his 
colleagues. Not being one who desires the limelight, Tom is keen to work diligently behind the scenes in any way, to benefit the students.’ Miss 
Christine Flake, History Teacher 

Other than his twilight classes, Tom also dedicates a massive amount of his ‘free’ time to students through his organisation and involvement with 
the Model United Nations programme.  He has been responsible for taking over fifty students overseas on Model United Nations missions and his 
students have won ‘Best Speaker’ awards for six consecutive years. That is an incredible achievement when one considers the large numbers of 
young people who participate in such projects internationally, and the breadth and variety of their interests and experiences.

Mr. Roodvoets’ hobbies are varied and interesting and include politics and current events, Media and popular culture as well as history, art, cooking, 
reading hiking and biking.  His passion, however, is teaching.

The European Council of International Schools 

MES Cairo’s Award Winning Teacher -  
Mr.Tom Roodvoets – ECIS 2011
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In 2010 the new A* grade was introduced by examination boards in England at GCE A-level.  This was to differentiate between the most 
outstanding ‘A’ grade students and the rest.  Several of the top universities in the UK, including Oxford and Cambridge, immediately 

identified A* grades as a necessity for entry onto their most rigorous courses.  In the meantime, MES Cairo Year Eleven students were focused 
on their Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level studies, developing their understanding for more difficult missions to come.    As we all remember 
these students completed Year Eleven in outstanding form, some of whom achieved results truly out of this world.    In 2011, the senior British 
Section cohort of MES Cairo students have rocketed to new heights, with a select few also attaining the highly prized new ‘grades with stars’.

Words often used to describe real stars seen in the night sky include bright and giant.  These are also accurate descriptions in academics for 
achievers of A* A-level grades.  One of the brightest stars of Year Twelve was Hassan El Hawary with his formidable one grade A* in Chemistry 
and two grade As in Biology and Maths.  Hassan is currently applying for medicine in the UK after deferring for a year due to the legal age 
restrictions on starting some medical degrees.  Ahmed Hashad is the supergiant star of A-level Business Studies with his grade A* (along with 
two grade Bs in Mathematics and Physics).  Mai Garas renowned for her radiant energy across such a variable range of subjects at IGCSE 
finally completed the fusion of her secondary life cycle with three A grades in A-level Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics.  Let us not forget, in 
Egypt, only a maximum of two A-levels are ever considered for university entry.  Whereas in the UK, a minimum of three A-levels are needed 
to start degree programmes, such as Architectural Engineering at the University of Leeds, where Mai is currently studying.

These performances are truly remarkable but even they are surpassed by Mostafa Saad’s incredible achievement. The brightest star of all with 
an absolute magnitude of grades which is ‘off the scale’ even for UK university entry criteria, earned an unprecedented A-level complement of 
A* in Biology, A* in Chemistry, A* in Maths, and A* in Physics .  A quartet of grades that would make even Einstein blush with pride!   

Advanced Subsidiary and the British Section Scholarship Winner 2011-2012

At AS-level there continues to be a good overall pass rate led proudly by Ahmed Abdel-Wahed, the British Section 2011-2012 Scholarship 
winner.  Ahmed has led by example in the British Section, not only academically (see below) but also in extra-curricular activities such as MES 
Cairo rugby, NHS and playing guitar.  Ahmed is a true representative of British education – with strong academics and a well-rounded attitude 
to life.  Congratulations Ahmed!

IGCSE has stars too!

At IGCSE, MES Cairo continues to significantly outperform the UK in A*/A grades and A*-C passes.  This is even more impressive given the 
majority of MES Cairo candidates speak English as their second language and are a year younger than their UK counterparts.  Lyla Atta’s 
almost perfect seven A* grades and one A grade deserve special highlighting and this young ‘proto-star’ will be an asset to the IB Diploma 
Programme in 2011-2013.   Many other Year Ten students achieved considerable success 
at the end of two year courses which involved enforced school closures in both Year Nine 
and Ten.  It is amazing what can be achieved when students and staff place an emphasis 
on the quality of understanding.  

Thank you to all the staff who worked so hard in helping their classes prepare for all British 
Section examinations and congratulations to all our successful candidates. 

The details below celebrate the success of results achieved in examinations registered 
and sat at MES Cairo.

Resume of IGCSE and AS-A-level results June 2011

Overall Whole school

MES  IGCSE/GCSE Grades  A*/A  45.0%  UK  23.2%

MES IGCSE/GCSE  Gradesv A*-C 91.6%  UK  69.8%

MES  AS-level  Grade A  11.1%  UK 19.3%

MES  AS-level  Grades A-E 90.1%  UK 88.2%

MES  A-level  Grade A*/A 30.8%  UK 27.0% 

MES  A-level  Grade A*-E 100.0%  UK 97.8%

Reaching the Stars at A-level and IGCSE

The A* at Advanced level  (and other commendable results)
June 2011 British Section Results
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Individual Outstanding Achievers at MES Cairo:

Y10 IGCSE Top Performers by total point score
Lyla Atta   Y10R 7A* 1A
Mahmoud Turky  Y10B 6A* 2B
Ahmed Hafez  Y10B 4A* 4A
Ahmed Khalil  Y10Y 4A* 4A
Seif-El-Din Kilaney Y10B 4A* 3A  1C
Mohamed Abdel Ghani Y10R 2A* 6A
Michelle Brace  Y10R 2A* 5A 1B
Hussein Elwy  Y10Y 4A* 1A 2B 1C
Abdel Rahman Helmy Y10Y 2A* 5A  1C
Khadiga Khadr  Y10B 2A* 4A 2B
Youssef Moemen  Y10R 2A* 4A 2B
Muhammad Al-Najjar Y10R 6A* 1A
Osama El Bushra  Y10R 1A*  7B 1C
Sherouk Hussein  Y10B 1A* 5A 2B
Youssef Gouda  Y10Y 2A* 3A 3B

(nb. Order is alphabetical where the total point scores are equal)

Y11 AS-level Top Performers by total point score:
Ahmed Abdel-Wahed Y11R 2A 1B 1C
Merna Henry   Y11R 2A  1C 1D
Shaheer Soliman   Y11Y 1A  2B
Amro El-Sheikh  Y11Y  2B 1C 1D

Other Y11 students with an AS-level grade A:
 Ahmed Mohsen  Y11Y 
Mariam Naby  Y11R

Y12 A-level Top Performers by total point score:
Mostafa Saad   Y12R 4A*
Hassan El Hawary Y12Y 1A* 2A
Mai Garas  Y12Y  3A
Ahmed Hashad   Y12Y 1A*  2B
Hassan Negm  Y12Y   3B
Bassem Sadik   Y12R  1A  2C
Karim Shawki  Y12Y   2B 1C
Mina Fouad  Y12Y   2B 1C
Saad Nassar  Y12R   2B 1C

Other Y12 students with an A-level grade A:
Farah El Areny   Y12R
Israa Eissa   Y12Y
Lina El Masry   Y12R
Malak El Shiati  Y12Y

Following Mr. Tomlin’s advice to consider the climate, as one 
aspect, when choosing US colleges, my tongue in cheek comment 
about having an affinity for the rain if selecting the UK as a venue 
doesn’t seem to have put many students off!

Indeed, interest in studying in the UK just seems to grow and grow.  
May be it was the prestige of The Royal Wedding and the chance 
to find a real prince?  Or perhaps the success of MES Cairo Rugby 
has encouraged those seeking a game for hooligans played by 
gentlemen?  

The reality is most likely the excellent standards and worldwide 
renown of UK universities.  

With this in mind a dedicated group of potential undergraduates 
from DP, Grade and Year 11 attended an evening session run by 
Global Study UK at the Conrad Hotel, Cairo on Monday 6 June 
2011 to meet representatives of a cross-section of UK universities 
and colleges.  I was very impressed, but not surprised to be honest, 
about the confident manner with which all the MES Cairo students 
approached their respective meetings.  There was great interest 
in the traditional style Universities of Plymouth and Southampton.  
Less well known, but more specialist courses such as at AYLA 
Aviation Academy also caught the eye.  It was intriguing for the 
representatives to meet students with a variety of educational 
programmes from one school.  Anna Borsch DP11R, Marwan 
Galal DP11Y, Seif Abdel Ghaffar DP11Y, Yasmine Akef DP11R 
and Nour El-Khazindar DP11R were keen to demonstrate their 
versatility by including  CAS, ToK and Extended Essays in their 
curriculum list.  Farida El Kassaby G11V and Moataz el Sherbini 
G11B came informed about their continuous progress with GPAs 
and sought clarification on which AP courses would be required 
for their choices.  Hussein Houta Y11Y, Yahia Houta Y11R and 
Youssef Rizkana Y11Y expressed a preference for engineering 
and architecture degrees, emphasising their specialist route 
through A-level Mathematics and Physics. 

The Global Study organisers certainly singled our school out for 
attention with interviews and photographs.  Furthermore, they 
are very keen to establish a solid base with us for future events, 
bringing more substantial representations from the field of UK 
Higher Education to Cairo.  We are certainly on the radar for 
recruitment to UK undergraduate and foundation programmes of 
study.  

Marrying a prince or being part of the first team scrum may not be a 
realist goal, but with good qualifications (IB Diploma, 3-4 Advance 
Placement courses or 3 A-levels) a place at a worldwide renowned 
UK establishment is an achievable aim.  Fees can be high but the 
rain is definitely free!  

DP/G/Y11s can apply for 2012 at www.ucas.com.  

Mr. S. Perry – Deputy Headteacher and UK 
Universities Advisor

A Global reach for UK Study
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The International Baccalaureate Diploma results of the students from the Modern 
English School Cairo have given great cause of joy and celebration for all involved.  

Our pass rate of 100% could, of course, not 
be bettered and compares with a world pass 
rate of 80%.

Students who should be particularly 
commended are Hania Elbanhawi who 
scored 43 points and Catherine Brace with a 
score of 42 points. We can appreciate what 
an incredible achievement this is when we 
consider that the British University Central 
Admissions Service (UCAS) considers a 43 

point diploma equivalent to five A levels:  four 
at grade A* and one at grade A or six Advanced Placement (AP) five at grade  5 and 
one at grade 4. A 42 point diploma is equivalent to five A levels:  three at grade A* and 
two at grade A or six APs:  4 at grade 5 and two at grade 4. These results are higher 
than the entry requirements for either the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
in the UK, or the Universities of Harvard and Yale in the US.

Our average diploma score was 33 points. According to UCAS this is equivalent to 
three A levels at grade A* or 4 APs three at grade 5 and one at grade 4.  These 
results are outstanding by any measure. Parents, teachers and the management of 
the school are justly very proud of the MES Cairo IB Diploma students of 2011.

Such results have afforded these students access to some of the finest universities at 
Egypt and beyond. All these students have university places and are planning to study 
in the following universities: American University in Cairo; Sussex University, UK; Nottingham University, UK; London University of Arts UK; 
Toronto University Canada; McGill University, Canada; University of Reims Reims, France and Melbourne University, Australia.

The IB Diploma has now been offered as a curriculum at MES Cairo for just five years.  This set of results confirms the widely held view that 
the quality of the IB Diploma Programme at MES is now the best not only in Egypt but across the entire region. We encourage anyone who 
wishes to enjoy a stimulating and challenging two years of the very highest educational standards should join the IB Diploma Programme here 
at MES Cairo. 

Mr. C. O’Connell – IBDP Coordinator

IB Diploma at MES Cairo

2011 - Record Breaking Results! 

Please turn to page 46 for wonderful news about our recent life-enhancing IB CAS trip to Fayoum
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The AP results for the 2010-2011 school year were, once again, 
quite impressive. MES offered nine AP subjects during the 

school year. Forty-three students were enrolled in these courses and 
registered to take a total of seventy-two AP exams at the end of the 
year. Seventy percent of the students scored a three or better on the 
exams. Most colleges and universities in the United States will accept a 
score of 4 or 5 to replace a freshmen level college 
course. Two students earned the highest score 
of a 5 on their exam; Roseanna Lawandi in 
Biology and Hassan Mortagy in Calculus.

The SAT college entrance exam is required 
of all students wishing to attend an American 
university. The graduation class of 2011, for the 
third year in a row, scored significantly higher 

than their American, first language English speaking counterparts. 
The average SAT score of the MES senior class was 1523. The 
average score of the American students that took the exam was 
1509.

This year we have a record number of students taking AP 
courses at MES. Seventy-four students are enrolled in eleven AP 
courses. The AP courses offered this year are: Chemistry, Biology, 
Economics, Physics, Statistics, Art History, Studio Art, World History, 
Comparative Governments, English Language & Composition, and 
French Language and Culture.  As the history of our MES students 

has demonstrated, we expect another 
record breaking year within our AP 
program. Congratulations to those 
students who performed well on the 
exams last year, and good luck to those 
students enrolled for the courses this 
year!

Mr. D. Tomlin – Senior Student 
Counselor

AMERICAN SECTION NEWS

Advanced Placement Courses go 
from Strength to Strength
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Primary Meet and Greet sessions
It is always wonderful to see parents in and around the school as we 
are aware that when parents are actively involved in their children’s 
education then achievement and behaviour are improved. We would 
like to thank all the parents, therefore, who attended our recent “Meet 
and Greet” sessions, which we know many of you look forward to, as 
it is the first official glimpse of your child’s new teacher.

The sessions were held in two parts. First there was a short 
PowerPoint presentation in the theatre given by either Miss Sasha or 
Mr. Jodrell, where the PSLT were introduced and new initiatives and 
policies briefly explained. Then the PSLT held up the class boards 
and, rather like tour guides at the pyramids, the parents were led to 
their classrooms where the class teachers were waiting to receive 
them. 

The class teachers gave more details about particular routines and 
expectations of the class and year group in general and questions 
were taken at the end.  The new Learning Journey booklets were 
also given out at these sessions in response to your invaluable feedback last year. These contain 
an overview of this year’s curriculum, helpful hints on how to help children with their homework and 
information ranging from healthy snacks to the new behaviour policy. We hope that you found these 
useful and thank you all for your feedback about this year’s sessions and the new booklet. We look 
forward to seeing much more of you throughout the year and thank you all for your continued support.

Ms. M. Glancy - Senior Lead Teacher

Primary News

A Great Start to the Academic Year in Primary!

To live is to change and early events of the first term give promise of a lively year of change and innovation in the 
primary libraries.  We continue to benefit greatly from the excellent services of Jacquie Samir Naguib and Mimi 
Beltaji, who have been managing the primary libraries for many years, but we have also marked the passing of Mrs. 
Teresa Drewry, our former head librarian, who will be greatly missed.  We welcome 
into the fold Nancy Abadir, the talented new programmer for the Key Stage One 
Library.  

Library staff members are currently cataloguing the 
stunning new materials that are arriving daily.  Non-
fiction works that support such curricular topics as 
ancient Egypt and  Greece are now ready to circulate.  
Cookbooks, art books, dinosaur books and puzzle 
searches are already flying off the shelves.  Students 

are eagerly anticipating new fiction titles by such popular authors as Francesca 
Simon, Dav Pilkey, Jeff Kinney and Henry Winkler.

The libraries will be organising several novel activities throughout the year.  
Many teachers and TLAs took advantage of the opportunity to preview our new 
books by visiting our displays at the libraries’ first-ever open houses on 5th 
and 6th October. The Key Stage One Library has already hosted one karaoke 
exhibition and has created a new board game that helps develop library literacy 
in young pupils.  Over the next few weeks, the Key Stage Two librarians will 
be giving book talks to introduce new titles and authors to students.  A “Joke-
of-the-Month” contest is scheduled for November.  All Key Stage Two teachers 
and students are invited to sharpen their pencils, hone their senses of humour 
and book themselves into the library for some great fun!

Dr. E. Hill – Primary Librarian

BOOK MARKS
from the Primary Libraries
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Last term there was a very exciting change to the teaching of Arabic at Modern English School Cairo. Teachers from 
the Arabic Department became… actors! There have been wonderful stories acted out in pods for the children to enjoy, 
ranging from the lazy farmer who had no food to eat, to the angry lion who wanted his revenge on man. Throughout 
all of the performances, the children sat and watched in awe as the teachers performed professionally and with great 
fun and humour. There was also some audience participation as the children joined in with the storyteller and sang 

traditional songs in the performances.

Miss Brenda (Year 3 teacher) declared, “It was a real pleasure to be entertained by this 
very professional performance. The costumes were inspiring and, with the minimum 
of props and scenery, the children were transported from the Year 3 Pod to another 
magical place and time. Their faces showed how enrapt they were throughout. It was 
a super experience!”

Even our secondary colleagues were impressed, “It was a truly delightful performance by 
both teachers and pupils and I look forward to being invited again!” 
commented Khaled El Metaal (Secondary Learning and Teaching 
Coordinator).

We look forward to many more of these shows as they 
are a very creative and exciting way to support learning 
and inspiring the children. Who says that learning can’t be 
fun?!

The Primary Arabic Department

Primary News

This year at MES Cairo, yet more dynamic and enthusiastic teachers have been recruited to ensure the 
children have a great learning experience here. With this in mind, the school has always understood the 

importance of keeping abreast of all education initiatives being developed in the UK. Two years ago, Big Writing was 
introduced in the Primary section, which revolutionized our teaching of writing and led to improved results. Last year, 
Shonette Basson gave us some excellent training on Big Talk (this supported our Speak, Listen and Learn focus).  
Following these initiatives, a new focus of the Primary School Development Plan for this academic year is Big Maths, 
a consequence of which was a very entertaining and lively INSET given by Ben Harding when he visited MES Cairo 
on the 5th and 6th October. 

Ben Harding is an experienced consultant in the teaching of mathematics in the Primary school and his training gave 
us some great ideas for our lessons. He showed us how Big Maths could have such a positive impact on the numeracy 
development of our children at MES Cairo through daily “upleveling”. The main concept behind Big Maths is that the 
subject can be taught in a simple way that appeals to the common sense of both teachers and pupils, doing away with the angst that some 
pupils (and teachers!) suffer when faced with complex calculations. He showed us how to ensure our pupils make progress more quickly by 
installing in them a secure concept of number and knowledge of number facts. 

The feedback from all staff who attended this training was 100% positive and many teachers felt that as well as providing some top tips, it 
renewed their enthusiasm for Mathematics. All children in the Primary Section of MES Cairo can look forward to experiencing success with 
Big Maths very soon!

Ms. C. Trout - Primary Senior Lead Teacher

Big Maths

Awesome Arabic!

Ben Harding
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Meet the Primary Head Teachers

Where did you go to school?
I went to Romly Primary School, which is in Barry in South Wales, and then Barry Boys’ Comprehensive School.  That’s the 
school where Miss Sasha’s husband James did his teaching practice a few years later.  That is an amazing co-incidence!
Were you the perfect pupil?
I certainly wasn’t what we call in the UK, ‘a swot’! I was very keen on sport.  I played badminton in the school team and also 
in Welsh national tournaments.  In the Sixth Form I was Head of Discipline on the School Council, and had to liaise with 
teachers about matters that involved discipline in the school.
Where did you train as a teacher?
I studied to be a teacher at Bristol University, where I got a Postgraduate certificate in Education.  That was 17 years ago.  
Since then I have taught in England, Taiwan and Malaysia.  I’ve been in Egypt for the past six years.

What things are you most looking forward to this year?
Here at MES Cairo we are having three accreditations this year – they’re a bit like Ofsted inspections in England.  I’m looking 

forward to them confirming what we already know - that we are an excellent school.   And I’m really looking forward to going on the Cyprus trips again.  It’s 
great spending time with the children out of school, seeing the enjoyment they get from exploring a new 
environment.  It’s a bit more relaxed – but they are still learning!
What’s your favourite part of the school day?
My favourite time in the school day is 8.30 in the morning when everyone is settling down, looking forward 
to another fulfilling day of inspired learning.
What do you usually eat for lunch?
Generally something healthy, like crackers, cucumber, tomatoes, egg or sliced meat – something that it’s 
easy to eat on the go.

What are you planning on doing to help you to relax and re-charge your batteries during the year?
I like reading and going to the pool.  I still enjoy sport, and I play touch rugby for the Rehab Rebels at the 
weekend.  I have just taken up surfing on the Welsh coast again, but I wouldn’t call that relaxing!

Mrs. Crabb and Mr. Jodrell were interviewed by Ms. L. Dermody - Primary LDD

Five-minute interview with Mr. Simon Jodrell

Where did you go to school?
My infant school was in Camborne, Cornwall and my Primary and Secondary schools were in South London. I went to 
Oakfield Prep and Sydenham High Girls School.
Were you a perfect pupil?
Well I was a Prefect, House Captain and Head Girl..... But I was always getting into trouble for laughing during lessons. At 
junior school I was always sending notes in class too. I did tell a little white lie once at infant school and said I that I had met 
the Queen at the weekend. My handwriting has always been very untidy and I cannot spell very well so I always had to re-do 
work. I had detention twice, once for dancing on the table at break time and once for being out of bounds at the back of the 
school field.  I was quite good at Latin and Chemistry until Year Nine but then I went for languages/drama and English.
Where did you train as a teacher?
 I went to Chester College. It was such great fun; I ate a lot of chips and 
gravy. During my second year I lived in a house with eight other people, 
the house was a real tip but we were always having a good time. I met 

my two best friends there and Mr. Crabb during my first year. It was a very special four years!
What things are you most looking forward to this year?
Seeing the children’s progress and their writing develop is always great to see. I love seeing the FS 
children enjoying a dough disco first thing the morning! I really enjoy spending time in the class watching 
the children getting involved with their activities and talking to the teachers about each child in their 
class.
What has been your favourite part of the year so far?
Seeing Mr Jodrell turn 40? I am the youngest!
What’s your favourite part of the school day?
Saying ‘Hello’ to all the children in the morning and saying Goodbye to the FS children at 1:30 pm.
What do you usually eat for lunch?
Usually something healthy.
What are you planning on doing to help you to relax and re-charge your batteries during the year?
I love watching good movies and ‘The Kardashians’ on E!

Five-minute interview with Mrs. Sasha Crabb

This year, once again, we are delighted to have Mrs. Sasha Crabb as our Key Stage One Head teacher and Mr. Simon 
Jodrell as Head of Key Stage Two.  Read our five-minute interviews below to find out more about them.
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It’s one of the of the most exciting times of the year for many of 
our Primary pupils -  that day when they get the letter telling 

them which After School Activities the teachers will be running during 
Term 1, and asking them to make their choice.  For some children making 
that decision is a difficult task. So many fabulous activities, ranging from 
jewellery making to debating, and from Disney Club to aerobics, are on 
offer this year.  But as you can see from these photographs, whichever 
ASA the children choose it gives 
them plenty of opportunity for 
learning and developing their 
skills whilst having loads of fun.

Ms. L. Dermody - Primary 
LDD

Primary News

ASAs off to a flying start in the Primary Department

Rob Bruce in role as an old man

Cooking together

Street dance with Miss Jo looks like lots 
of fun

Making happy eyes with Mr Luke

Games on the basketball court
Looking forward to starting to 

dance

Improving football skills

Juggling fun

Good job!

Watch and learn

Keep your eyes on 
the net!

This is how we do it

Having fun together

Making and creating

We love our ASA!

Cooking with Madame Jacqueline
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Secondary students rush to sign up to new After School Activities in 
Term One

There was no need for Mrs. Allsop to be concerned that 
Secondary students might have “forgotten” what ASAs were with 
the long summer break and only a minimal programme of ASAs 
run since January 2011. It was clear from the huge number of 
reply slips piling on Mrs. Allsop’s desk that no one needed to be 
reminded about how exciting and important the ASA programme 
is – everybody is very keen to be a part of it!

The huge response from Secondary students to the ASA 
programme this term has meant that additional teachers are 
helping with the most popular clubs, so that the numbers of 
students in each club can be expanded to meet the demand. The 
overwhelming response means that more clubs than ever before 
are full this year and some places have already been allocated for 
Term Two!

So what is it that is getting Secondary 
Students so enthusiastic?
Students are getting creative in the kitchens with international 
cuisine from Ms. Gonzalez, Ms. Hassan and Mr. Gilbert and they 
are also getting snappy with a senior and junior photography 
club run by Mr. Crabb and Mr. Constantini. The Stage Art ASA 
is running three times a week with over fifty students and staff 
involved and we will see the results of their work on the Secondary 
production, on the House Mascots and decorating the science 
corridors. The newly refurbished computer rooms are being used 
to their full potential during the school day and after school too as 
they host video production  with Ms. Zurock, MUD playing with Mr. 
Stock and Mr Maldonado’s video game addicts. 

Whilst the Cougars are training hard, many students are also 
getting active by horse riding in Giza (with more students and 
staff riding each week than ever before) and playing the new hip 
sport to hit the streets and cafes of New York; ping pong. The new 
enthusiasm that MES Cairo has for rugby has inspired Ms. Lucron 
and Mr. Griffin to run a mixed touch rugby ASA with girls and boys 
of all ages are learning this fun new team sport.

There has been a huge response again to the calls for students to 
get involved and Make A Difference. This year we have expanded 
our Orphanage Club and now host two 
groups of young children from the 
Sherouk Orphanage. We also have 
an active recycling project being led 
by Ms. Johnson and we will soon see 
a whole school initiative to increase 
recycling. The huge successes of 
‘Adopt A School’ last year mean that 
‘Made A Difference’ is more popular 

Secondary After School Activities and Make a Difference
Get involved? Of course we will!
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than ever. Fundraising and awareness raising has already started, with non-uniform 
days and bake sales, and a huge effort will go into making ‘Have A Heart Month’ a 

big success in Term Two.

If you’re reading this and thinking you are missing out – 
then get involved yourself! Term Two ASAs will start at 
the end of January, and we want to see every student in 
Secondary either participating 
in a Cougars sports team or an 
after-school activity.

A Senior students Halloween committee was put together to organise a fun dance for the 
younger students. This was a charity event for Year/Grade Seven through Nine that we 
planned very carefully, in order to raise money for charity and also for the Senior Prom.   
The committee met up a few times every week to plan the details and organisation of the 
event and to discuss how the money would be raised and how this money would be used. 
The Seniors discussed details of the event such as decorations, tickets, food and music. 
We then sold tickets for a week.

Places were limited but we got a great response and everyone was very excited. We tried 
to advertise it well around school to ensure that the students were enthusiastic about the 
party and were geared up for a good time. Luckily, all of the tickets were sold very quickly!

On the day of the event, some of us stayed after school until the start time to help decorate 
the venue. We filled it with creative decorations that really had a great Halloween and party 
feel. Some of these were made by members of the committee during the previous week. 

When the hall was suitably decoarted, the Seniors all got ready in a variety of costumes 
…from the hilarious to the downright scary! We then set up the food stall that we had arranged, ready for the guests to 
arrive. We were all assigned jobs such as greeting our guests at the door, running the food stall and acting as runners 
or general supervisors. We all cooperated and worked as a team.  We worked in shifts on each job.  Our priority was to 
make sure that everything ran smoothly and - most importantly – that everyone had a fabulous time! 

The students did have a very good time. The music, brought to us by a senior student DJ, was superb, and it was great 
to see the range of age groups socialising and having fun 
together. The Seniors mingled with the younger students 
and had a relaxed, fun evening. 

Some teachers were also there for supervision and 
we are sure that they also had a good time! Everyone 
participated by wearing different costumes and really 
embracing the Halloween theme. The best thing about it 
is that we made friends and many younger students come 
to talk to us now. 

By the end of the night we had managed to raise a large 
amount of money, all through good fun! This will be used 
for our Prom and for our special charity  project – ‘Adopt 
a School’. It was a huge success, a very memorable 
night that we will definitely try to repeat in other upcoming 
occasions. 

By Menna Raafat DP12R

The MES Cairo 2011 Halloween Dance – Having Fun ‘for Good’!

Mrs. A. Allsop - ASA/Make a Difference 
Coordinator

You can read all about the ‘Adopt A School’ Project on page 18 of this issue of the MESsenger
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An exciting project that aims to change young people’s lives for the better started when Ms. Ghada Dajani 
came across a struggling school in a deprived area of Cairo.  She brought in pictures of the school and 
shared her desire to help improve the school with Mrs. Allsop and the IBDP11 CAS students.  Mrs. Allsop 
and the students were keen to participate in this project and soon, a diverse and caring group of people 
were inspired to grow into a productive team that would bring about positive change.
The community where the school is based deserves all the help they can get because they are eager for 
change.  They want their young people to be educated and to make the best of their lives.  Their attitude 
and positivity impressed the MES Cairo team and it was decided that they really would benefit from our 
help. And so the MES Cairo ‘Adopt a School’ 
project was born.
It has been decided that this project will 
become a long-term commitment for MES 
Cairo.  The fundamental aim is to help the 
school acquire resources that will facilitate 
learning. Those first pictures showed us a 
school that was functioning, but that also had 
the potential to offer so muchmore to its young students and it is 
satisfying to know that we can help them to change for the better. 
Hence, the plan for the ‘Adopt a School’ project is a long-term 
one, and over the next few years, MES Cairo will organise a 
range of charitable events to raise funds for the school and to 
help its keen young learners make great progress.
The objective of the first stage of fundraising was to tarmac the 
school yard and to provide a play area with a climbing frame for 
the youngest children. All the money raised at the MES Cairo 
‘Football Funday’ last March was put towards this project.  Two 

months later a play area was installed at the school.  It is truly delightful to see the yard being enjoyed 
by the children there.
The team is proud of enabling MES Cairo to provide this important facility for play, and the IBDP11 
students are fully aware that play is crucial for promoting a positive healthy learning atmosphere and 
for raising self-esteem.  Spurred on by achieving this first hurdle, twenty-three IBDP students visited 
the school in June and spent two days painting murals to brighten up the yard walls. The murals 
incorporate ideas from the children who are at the school. This means that the children really feel that 
it is their own; they are proud to see their creations on the wall for all to see.  It was hard work, painting 
outdoors in the summer sun, but the MES Cairo students rose to the challenge!
The fundraising didn’t end with ‘Football Funday’.  A group of CAS students worked hard last term 
to raise money by selling cupcakes on a weekly basis. The ‘Cupcakes for Classrooms’ project has 
only been possible to carry out as a result of some great organisation and initiative from the students 
involved.  The 2010-2011 IBDP11 students Nesma Degady, Mona Maurice, Caroline Khalil, Norhan 
Mostafa, Giulia Ramadan, Yasmine Akef, Menna Rafaat, Farah Azmy and Anna Borsch have excelled 
in their handling of this scheme.  They have been so passionate about promoting the cupcake product 
that sales throughout Secondary very quickly increased.  They introduced a pre-paid voucher scheme 
and expanded the pre-order options to include shop-bought cupcakes and/or home-made varieties!  
The money raised (which was well over 1,000LE from three weeks of sales) went towards classroom 
equipment for the young children.  Importantly, the scheme has been a constructive learning process 
for all those involved.
Adopt A School started up again in the 2011-2012 academic year even more strongly than it finished the last! The Adopt A School ASA was 
so oversubscribed that additional staff were required to join to double the number of 
places available and a waiting list is still operating. Thank you MES Cairo students 
and staff for showing your support for this project and getting involved!
The first task of September 2011 has been to distribute the bags and school supplies 
which were purchased using the money raised through donations in June 2011. It 
was a hot Monday morning when a small group representing the Adopt A School 
ASA arrived at Military Factory #13 School. The first thing that struck us was being 
able to see what was achieved last year.
‘The results of last year’s work were breathtaking’. Habiba Ibrahim (G11O)
‘Watching pictures of the school before redecorating shocked me. I couldn’t even 
say that this was the same school. Seeing the change happen in front of me and 
knowing that I was taking part made me very proud of what MES has done. We 
have made a huge different by providing these kids a better environment to learn in 

MES CAIRO ‘ADOPTS A SCHOOL’

‘A picture can speak a thousand 
words’… and it was these pictures that 
motivated members of the MES Cairo to 
help the school to change for good.

DP11 last June

to CHANGE THE LIVES OF YOUNG PEOPLE FOR THE BETTER
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where they can grown-up into people that will help change the world into a better place.’ Jumana 
Radwan (G10R)
The MES Cairo students then worked in pairs to hand out the new schools bags to students 
from Year One to Year Six.
‘When I went there I saw many young children full of excitement just because of the new bags. 
This came to show me that we take things for granted and the simplest things like bags make the 
kids happy; while we think of this as normal.’ Zade Sadek (G9G)
‘Nothing can describe the joy on the faces of the children as we handed the bags to them. I can’t 
wait to visit the school again and play football with the students as I promised. It was an amazing 
experience and I hope others involve themselves in this project to further develop the school.’ Seif 
Abdel Ghaffar, (DP12Y)
“The children were very excited to meet us and we were amazed at how welcoming they were.” 
Fatma El Garhy (Y10B)
“Once we arrived the students looked really excited and happy when we gave them the bags. 
It was very interesting to see how the children were educated and to see the school after the 
changes had been made.” Laila Kouta (G8Y)
“The kids were so excited to meet us; and we were so excited to meet them! They sang their 
school song for us and they were full of energy and joy.” Kamel Abdel-Ghani (Y11R)
We then took a tour of the inside of the Primary School and visited the Middle School 
yard…
‘The classrooms were small and dirty and the corridors were small and had no colour. There was 
rubbish everywhere and the Middle School yard was filled with sand and rubbish. We want to re-
do this yard for them.’ Ghaida Saif (G9B)
‘The difference between the Primary and Secondary building was outstanding. I hope we carry on 
the hard work this year following on from all the fantastic things done last year.’ Fatma El Garhy 
(Y10B)
‘I had no idea that the conditions were that bad. I was hurt to see that the state of their classes 
and playground was so horrifying. It really made me appreciate all of the things our school has to 
offer. This trip really inspired me to work much harder for this ASA and to help these poor children. 
I hope someday in the future I can look back at this school and see the smiles on the children’s 
faces and just say “I did that!”’ Ahmed Dahawy (DP11Y)

Overall, our students have to say:
‘Just the smiles on the kids faces made my day.’ Jumana Radwan (G10R)
‘Being with the kids was such a joy as it shows you what they don’t have and what 
most of us take for granted. The children put a smile on our faces that will last 
forever.’ Amina Gaafar, Y11R
‘This was such an enlightening experience. The kids were amazing and the feeling 
I got from helping them was addictive.’ Ahmed Khalil (Y11Y)

‘Nothing can, or will, ever replace this heart warming experience. One thing I will never forget is when a girl came up to me and was so happy 
to tell me that her name was the same as mine.’ Sohayla Helal (DP11Y)
It was clear on the visit that a lot of work remains to be done. Work has already begun inside the Primary building to improve the 
classrooms by repairing desks, boards and walls. The next steps are to improve the inside of the Middle School and to repave and 
paint the Middle School yard.
How will we achieve this? The Adopt A School ASA are working hard to begin fundraising 
for this task throughout Secondary. If you, or your family, think you can help in any way 
through financial donations, or donations in kind. Please contact aallsop@mescairo.
com Thank you to families who have offered contacts in the paint business and donated 
a printer/photocopier.
Football Funday raised 11,000LE
This was spent on fixing and painting the outside walls of the school and repaving the yard
CAS students spent 6 hours painting murals on the walls
2,000LE raised from cup cakes sales
This was spent on sports equipment for the new school yard.
10,000LE raised in Primary and Secondary from MADE T-shirts
This is being spent on redecorating the classrooms and fixing the desks and blackboards
10,000LE raised by Ramadan donations
This was spent on Ramadan gifts for the families of the school and on school bags and school equipment for the 300 children at the school.

ARE YOU READY TO SEE THE DIFFERENCE WE MADE? 
                                   PLEASE TURN OVER……….!

‘If today were the last day of my 
life, would I want to do what I am 
about to do today?’ And whenever 
the answer has been “No” for too 
many days in a row, I know I need 
to change something.’
Steve Jobs

‘Somewhere over the rainbow, skies are 
blue; and the dreams that you dare to 
dream really do come true…’

L. F. Baum

Nadine Maged DP11 painting team June 2011

MADE fundraising football funday.

DP11 June 2011 painting team.
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MES Cairo Adopts a School!
Before.... After....
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The beginning of this academic year has seen a new group of Senior students at 
MES Cairo and a select few of those Senior students have been chosen to become 

Student Mentors.  This year saw a record number of 
applicants from Grade, Year and IBDP 12.  Assuming 
the role of a Mentor affords students the opportunity 
to further develop their confidence, leadership and 
negotiation skills.

The Student Mentor Scheme at MES Cairo sees groups 
of Three or Four Seniors join a Year or Grade Seven 
Homeroom in two or three times in the morning in 
Homeroom as well as their fortnightly HRCF lesson.  
This enables the Mentors to give students in that 
Homeroom the benefit of their experience and support 
in their learning and development.  

Student mentors are able to share their recent experiences of school life and build up a 
rapport with the school students. Peer mentors in secondary schools aid in the transition of 
younger students from Primary to Secondary school. They may assist mentees with their 
school work and study skills, peer-pressure and issues with attendance and behaviour.

Mentoring schemes have proven to be successful in a number of ways including:

• helping students to improve their grades 

• reducing truancy 

• helping students to deal with bullying 

• building confidence, motivation and aspirations 

• helping students to understand the world of work 

• introducing students to higher education 

During his or her placement, a mentor will:

• establish a mentoring relationship with younger students 

• help to guide them through their school work and exams 

• provide opportunities for them to discuss issues 

• provide an appropriately challenging role model 

• provide an interested young adult 

Mr. T. Thurston - HRCF Coordinator

SECONDARY HRCF – Student Mentors

Congratulations to 
this year’s Mentors:

From Grade 12:
Donya Abouel-Nour,

Leila Allouba,

Nadim Gergis,

Farida Kassaby, 

Zeyna Malas, 

Moataz El-Sherbini, 

Hussein Assem,

Nour Raslan 

Nouh Al-Khafif.

From Year 12:
Hussein Houta

Shaheer Soliman

Youssef Rizkana

Sarah Mansour 

Yehia Houta

Ahmed Abdel-Wahed

Hala Eman

From IBDP 12:
Anna Borsch

Menatallah Raafat

Ahmed Bahaa-Eddin

Karin George

Marwan Galal

Mona Maurice

Nesma Deghady

Seif-El-Din Ghaffar

A “Good Mentor” is someone who:

• engages in a positive relationship 
with a younger student. 

• gives attention to younger students. 

• has a positive self-esteem.

• reacts well to stressful situations. 

• tolerates frustrating situations. 

• listens well. 

• communicates on a level that 
younger students can understand. 

• is stable. 

• provides leadership. 

• is a positive role model. 

• is not a judgmental person. 

• is committed.  

• accepts responsibilities. 

• reinforces student’s success. 
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Year Nine is a year of learning, studying and preparing for Year 10 IGCSE exams, which is achievable with our many 
subject teachers and our Head of Year, Ms. Harrison, all backing us up, supporting us and showing us that education 
is a journey that is fun and interesting from start to finish. For Year None, a journey of success is to follow others. We 
quickly begin to learn for how to work independently as well as with the close guidance of our teachers. In Year Nine we 
the green banana that is ripening into the delicious yellow fruit, the students that will soon reach glory, both academically 
and physically.

Year Nine – The Good Bits
• You study a two-year course, giving you enough time to learn from your mistakes.
• In Year Eight you opt for subjects that you have are interested in and are 

confident you will perform well in.
• You can add or discontinue a subject in the first two weeks of Year Nine.
• Resources to improve your understanding (and therefore grades!) are readily 

available in the Learning and Media Centre.
• In Year Nine you start practising mock IGCSE exams in order to be aware of the 

layout, the exam techniques and the skills needed to succeed in the final papers.

The Challenging Bits
• Tests are more difficult and require a lot of effort to just pass.
• Some final IGCSE tests are longer than others.  Some can be over two hours long and some can even be a 

jaw-dropping ten hours (for example art practical papers but don’t worry you do get a break and this doesn’t all 
happen on one day)!

• You need to study almost every day to stay up to date. If you don’t do this a lot of work will build up and require 
double the effort to catch up on!

• While you’re still young you must begin to make decisions about your future and make one or two life-changing choices.
‘A Balanced Life’ -how to ensure that you have the correct balance!
Here’s an example of a typical Year 9 timetable.  In this case it is Ramy Awad’s Week B timetable on a Thursday – 

HR 1 2 3 4 5
HR Chemistry French English DT Biology

After the school day is over Ramy goes home to finish his Chemistry and French homework and 
revises. On Fridays Ramy goes out with Youssef, AbdelRahman, Nader, Mohamed and his brother 
Karim to watch a film. On Saturday, Ramy plays tennis with Ahmed and Karim and when he goes 
back home he finishes off his Biology, DT and English homework and gets ready for the next day. He 
succeeds because he is able to balance his work and social life!
In Year Nine students will find it difficult to pass exams if they don’t work hard: they have to make the 
effort to achieve the targets they’re aiming for. The average Year 9 student has to get the balance of 
work and play right in order to reach their full potential!

by Karim Shaltout Y9B

Secondary Curriculum and Learning News
Learning in Secondary
A Day in the Life of Year Nine!

The triangle of 
life

Health Social Life

School life

Breaktime

Maths with Mr. Hassan

ICT with Miss Diasona

History with Mr. Shooter

English with Mr. Coolin

Every lesson is important!

History can be fascinating!Maths can be fun!

Physics with Miss Cornish

Chemistry with Mr. Garnett

We all enjoy our English lessons!

We enjoy working together
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The American section is a place where everything you do counts towards 
your grades and your GPA. This can be an advantage for some students 

because they can work hard to improve their grades in different ways but… but they can 
also grades quite quickly if they don’t stay on top of their work. 

Being a part of the American section is like cooking with an intricate recipe, you need to 
add in different ingredients and make an effort in different ways in order to get a pleasing 
result. 

Every student in Grade Nine is working towards certain improvements in their grades.  
Some areas where they can be focused are; participation, homework, class work, projects 
and of course, tests and quizzes. 

Being organised and prepared is probably the most important thing of all, whether it’s 
being prepared for a quiz or simply having the right equipment for class. 

The American section is also a lot of fun.  We enjoy field trips, group work and taking on 
special responsibilities and… it’s a great way of learning.

It can be a hard to balance every aspect of school life throughout the entire school year. 
Attendance is crucial.  Every student has to be present at school for at least 80% of the 
year and arrive at class on time for every lesson. If someone isn’t able to arrive promptly 
for class then this might lead to a loss of points for participation.  

Good behaviour is very important and can raise participation points. WE also need to 
contribute to discussions and to speak up! Being quiet and shy in class won’t do a student 
any good, it will only deduct points off their participation scores. A student will need to be 
active and join in class discussions in order to gain points. 

Nobody is expected to be perfect at everything but putting in full effort is the best thing a 
student can do, especially when you’re in Grade Nine and everything counts.

Other positive aspects about Grade Nine are that you learn to be prepared for every 
lesson so that you’re never worried if you get a 
‘pop quiz’! We also get given some projects and 
labs that help you understand the subject more. 
Sometimes you can do these with a friend so it 
can also be interesting and fun. 

If you perform poorly on a test or project you can always raise your grade by participating 
more in class and improving your general effort. In some cases teachers give out extra 
credit too. Grade Nine is a lot of work and it can be very hard sometimes but it is a very 
good way to learn and as long as you’re a good student you will get a fair grade.  

In conclusion Grade Nine is a year of experiences, opportunities, responsibilities, and 
challenges. It also encourages students to take part in different activities like field trips, 
after school activities including sport teams, and extra curriculums. 

Grade Nine is just one of those things you have to go through but you need to make the 
most of it and most of all… you need to make it count!

By Amina El Kerdani, Hana El Sayad, Farah Hamdy (G9G) and Rachel Saunders 
(G9Y)

A Day in the Life of Grade Nine

Working on a assignment independently

Shading using oil pastels

Discussion in group work

Takimg notes in Biology

Shading techniques in art

Working on the art project
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Due to popular demand and careful consideration, the British 
Secondary Commercial Studies Department is pleased to 

welcome the Cambridge IGCSE Travel and Tourism course to its subject 
family. Taught by Mr M. Prebble to the first cohort of keen Year 9 students, 
the course aims to provide a broad introduction to the travel and tourism 
industry and develop practical skills across a range of working roles whilst 
providing both global and local perspectives. Students will also learn about 
popular destinations, customer care, travel and tourism products and 
services and the exciting world of marketing and promotion.

“Travel and Tourism is a wonderful subject…I love Travel and Tourism!” 
Mostafa Mohsen - Y

“I find Travel and Tourism a fun and interesting subject” Merna Nasser - Y

“Travel and Tourism is a great course…it’s one of the classes I look forward to” Karim Raymone - Y

As the above comments illustrate, the course has been well received and students are keen to learn more as they progress 
through the topics…they are now just waiting for an answer to the ever-popular question: “where will we be visiting for our first 
trip?” Watch this space!

Mr. M. Prebble – Secondary Commercial Studies Department

‘Traffic Lighting’, ‘Wait Time’, ‘No Opt Out’, ‘No Hands Up’,  ‘Peer and Self-Assessment’, 
‘Comments not Grades’ and ‘Open Questioning’.  These are the names of some ground-breaking 
strategies designed to improve student learning.  Here at Modern English School Cairo we are 
always eager to be at the forefront of current educational thinking and practice.  Recent research 
in the UK, the USA and beyond has demonstrated that the way teachers assess students’ work 
has a huge impact on students confidence and competence and hence on their learning and final 
exam results.  

In the bad old days assessment was simply “Assessment OF Learning”. Test what the students 
have learnt (or not) and attach a grade to it. 

A more modern and successful approach is to integrate assessment into the learning process itself.  
This is “Assessment FOR Learning” (AfL) and it is a key part of our educational development plan 
here at MES Cairo.  This does not mean we are not continuing with final external examinations 
such as IBDP, A Levels or APs!  On the contrary, we believe that Assessment FOR Learning will 
improve our already excellent final examination results (assessment OF learning).  Crucial to AfL 
is an understanding that learning takes place inside the head of the learner…it is the learning 
not the teaching that matters.  However a good 
teacher needs to understand how learning takes 
place. A good teacher is a good learner; a good 
teacher teaches students how to become good 
learners.  In a nutshell the AfL approach can be 
summed up in three phrases…all of which are 
from the students’ point of view: “Where am I 

now?”, “Where am I going?” and “How can I close the gap?”  AfL teaches students how to ask 
and answer these crucial questions.

We are confident that with the implementation of these new practices, the educational 
experience and learning for both student and teacher alike will be greatly enhanced. Learning 
is for life not just for a three hour final examination.

Mr. C. O’Connell – AfL Coordinator

British Section

MES Cairo Launches New Travel and 
Tourism IGCSE!

Exciting Assessment for Learning Initiatives at MES Cairo
Secondary Curriculum and Learning News
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With the hard work of the exams over, it was time once again for the Year 
Seven Maths competition.  The three Year Seven groups were given a 

set of five challenges in which they had to put all of the maths they had learnt during the 
year, into practice.

The first challenge was all about shape and space.  The 
students had to cut a square into five pieces and then use 
these pieces to make other shapes, such as a cross, a 
parallelogram and a rectangle.  This was not as easy as it 
sounds, but it was good to see that most students kept on 
trying even though the solutions were not obvious.

Next, the students went out and about, in the ‘S’ building 
and the Secondary yard, to discover the maths that is all 
around them.  They looked for shapes and symmetry, and 
practised their skills of estimation; estimating the height 
of the building by measuring the stairs and estimating the 
number of students who could sit down at the same time in 
the yard.

The third challenge was similar, with the students collecting 
numbers from around the school and then using the 
numbers to evaluate and write mathematical formulas.  
More number  work was involved in the ‘1234’ challenge, 
where the students had to make all the numbers from one to 

thirty, using basic mathematical operations and only one 
each of the numbers one, two, three and four. 

In the final challenge, students used the internet to 
research and discover new mathematical ideas.  They 
answered such questions as: ‘What is the name of a 
heart-shaped curve?’ and, ‘What is the name of a quantity 
that has both size and direction?’. 

This activity introduced some mathematical concepts that 
they will meet again later in school at IGCSE and maybe 
A level.

All the students did very well and showed a lot of 
enthusiasm, both for the competition itself and for the 
mathematics involved.  In the end, though, there could 
only be three winners.  

Seif Nasr (Y7R) and Aly Karam (Y7Y) took second and 
third place, with Ahmed Kebir (Y7Y), taking the first prize.

Mr. S. Rayner – British Section Mathematics 
Department

Year Seven Maths Competition

Secondary Curriculum News
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For many years now, we have had a fantastic team of Teaching and Learning 
Assistants (TLA’s) in Key Stage One and so Key Stage Two class teachers were 
extremely pleased when they were informed that there would be an increase in 
number from one to three TLA’s in each pod from this September after successful 
feedback last year.  Our TLA’s work under the guidance of the class teacher with small 

groups of children, or one-to-one, after the main 
teaching part of the lesson has been delivered 
by the teacher. TLA’s may also work on the 
Letters and Sounds programme with children who need extra 
support with reading.

The TLA’s work in a variety of places such as the pod or 
classroom, depending on the activity, but mainly use the small 
shared areas between the classrooms. They have spent a long 
time ensuring that these shared areas are a colourful, inviting 
and exciting place to be and we are very pleased with their 
efforts. They are also a great help in preparing resources for 
lessons and helping the class teachers to display the children’s 
work.

We know that our team of class teachers and TLA’s will continue 
to work together to even further improve the standard of learning 
and teaching in Key Stage Two, and to ensure a great experience 
for your children.

Mrs. M. Glancy - Senior Lead Teacher

Teaching and Learning Assistants 
(TLA’s) in Key Stage Two

A new year at Modern English School Cairo means 
new beginnings and new challenges. For the children 
new teachers, new year groups and new friendships lie 
ahead. For teachers, a new class to get to know and new 
colleagues to work alongside. But this year something else 
was new; something different .

The introduction of the 5 R’s Challenges!

These are challenges set for teachers across Key Stage 
One and Two, and take place during an assembly period. 
A chosen few adults are sent off during the assembly time 
with a challenge in hand and are given fifteen minutes in 
which to reach it. These challenges can range from the 
easy, collecting a few objects from around the school, to 
the extreme, having to learn a dance routine and perform 
it on stage in front of 300 children!

The 5 R’s challenges aren’t just there to entertain the pupils or to send fear through the teachers as they 
wait to hear their name called out. Each of these challenges is specifically aimed at promoting one of the 
5 R’s that play a significant part of life in the Primary department at Modern English School Cairo, those 5 
R’s being Resilience, Relationships, Reflective, Resourceful and Risk Taking. These challenges give the 
pupils an opportunity of seeing their class teacher demonstrate at least one of the 5 R’s and allow us to be 
role models to the pupils, showing attitudes and values that we expect from them. It also gives the teacher 
a different perspective on the different 5 R’s and how each one might be met by the pupils in their class. 
Having been randomly chosen for the first challenge, (to learn and perform a dance!), I also noticed the 
impact that they have on the students as throughout the week I was approached by students wanting to tell 
me how much they had enjoyed seeing me up on stage.

These challenges will continue throughout the year. I can now sit back and enjoy the challenges with my 
class, whilst waiting for Mr. Jodrell and Miss Arlene to be selected. 

Mr. T. Maurice - Year Five Violet.

KEY STAGE TWO NEWS 

5Rs Assembly Challenges
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How do we know so much about our planet? How are we finding out about our universe? These are 
questions that are being answered by the students in Year Four. We intend to discover: Who? Where? 
and When? 

Already the children are immersing themselves in the search for the answers; journeying adventurously 
through books and websites, in order to further understand how and why, throughout history, people 
have endeavoured to explore beyond their known environment.

Fame and fortune have often gone hand in hand with exploration. You may have heard of Christopher 
Columbus, and possibly Neil Armstrong is another familiar name. In the quest for knowledge these, 
and many others like them, have become famous names all around the world.

Many of the known early explorers and adventurers made exciting discoveries, but were they the 
first? It is only since the advent of writing and photography that these discoveries have been able to 
be shared more readily with a larger population.

As a small taste of exploring, all the Year Four pupils became explorers for a day. There were jungle, 
underwater, space, sea, Arctic and desert explorers in abundance, many of them equipped for a long, 
arduous expedition into the unknown.

The big question was; what will you 
need to take with you on your ‘Journey 
of Discovery’? A few suggestions included a compass, flashlight, tent, food, 
weapons, first-aid kit - and of course you must not forget your toothbrush and 
toothpaste! 

One of the activities the children enjoyed was searching for these types of items, 
and many others, in the Year Four Pod, and then having to decide for which type 
of exploration the equipment was most suited. Scuba equipment was not too 
difficult to place with underwater exploration, but what is a ‘skidoo’ and where 
might it be useful?

Thank you to all who organised this day for the children. This is just the beginning 
of our ‘Journey of Discovery’. 

Mr. S. Blacklidge - Year Four Orange 

Year Six made a great difference …when they 
were in Year Five! At the end of the last academic 
year, Year Five held the annual Summer Fete in 
Yard Three. 

Thanks to their efforts, Key Stage Two had a great 
morning with each year group spending an hour 
visiting each stall. There were opportunities for 
goal scoring, piñata bashing, treasure hunting, golf 
ball puttingand basket ball shooting.  The children 
could also buy second-hand toys and books, 
cakes, pizzas, jewellery and hand painted bags. 

There was an added twist to the whole morning: 
since the Year Five were studying The Earth and 
Beyond and each stall had a Space theme. The 

piñatas were planets; the golf balls were meteors; the treasure hunt was 
across the solar system! 

Everyone had an alien-tastic time and really Made a Difference (MADE) 
in Egypt: the fete raised a phenomenal 17,831.75 LE for the MADE 
‘Adopt a School’ Project. All of Year Five (teachers as well as children) 
worked incredibly hard to ensure that each person had a fun-filled time 
and when this figure was finally revealed during the End of Year Leavers’ 
Assembly, everyone was incredibly proud of what had been achieved.

Mrs. C. Trout - Primary Senior Lead Teacher

Year Six Made a Difference!

“Where am I?”“I thought we were going on 
holiday!”

Mr Phil and some eager explorers

Jungle Adventurers

Everyone wore their MADE T-shirts

MC Mike Cox on the mic

Inter-galactic cake for sale

Milkshakes from the Moon sold here!

Edible aliens

Year Three spent loads of money for 
charity

Zein el Zarki (Year 6 Red) 
sold copies of the comic 

book he created

KEY STAGE TWO NEWS

Year Four Explorers Day
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Have you ever wondered what a photo montage is, or how to control crazy chalk 
pastels? Do you know how to mix skin colours or make a pharaoh’s purse? Did you 
know that you can eat a sculpture, or turn pasta into Aboriginal art? At MES Cairo our 
Primary children are finding out the answers to these questions as they embark on an 
adventure of creative discovery! 

We now have a brand new, fabulous space in Primary that is our very own Art Department! 
Each week the children in Years One to Six experience an hour dedicated to Art and 
Design Technology learning, taught by their talented class teachers or by myself, the 
new Primary Art Specialist.

At MES Cairo, we are dedicated to the development of the whole child, which involves 
caring for their academic learning as well as their physical and emotional needs. Through 
Art and Design Technology, our children develop a huge range of important skills, such 
as powers of observation, imagination and problem-solving, which in turn help their 
overall growth. 

All the activities encourage the 5Rs, from collage work that builds Relationships through 
teamwork, and Resilience in seeing a project through from the early sketching and 
planning stages, to a final beautiful 3D creation, for example. The children are encouraged 
to be Risk-takers when sharing their ideas with the rest of the class, and they have to 
be Resourceful when choosing materials to use, such as when using recycled materials 
to make fantastic catwalk outfits. Reflective thinking is ongoing, as the children have to 
reflect on what they did well, and what could be improved. We are always discussing the 
work of artists and craftspeople, as well as the children’s own art heritage, and that of 
other cultures, which is hugely stimulating.

As Primary Art Specialist, I am in the incredibly privileged position of being able to spend every moment doing what I love 
best- endeavouring to stimulate the children’s natural curiosity and creative skills in a fun and stimulating environment, 

with a fantastic range of resources. I love my job! The children are amazing- so full of ideas and knowledge that I am 
also learning from them all 
the time. My plans change 
and evolve continuously 
as I work with the children 
and they influence the next 
step in the learning journey 
themselves!

So, come and use your 
powers of observation and 

get stimulated by the amazing artwork that the teachers and 
children are creating in Primary- it’s everywhere, and it’s 
fantastic!

Ms. N. Millington- Primary Art Specialist

Towards the end of last Term, the ancient Greek gods were concerned about their falling 
popularity levels with the younger generation!  No one was listening them anymore, and they 
felt as if they had been consigned to the dustbin of history.  
Something had to be done!  So they left Mount Olympus and 
came down to Earth to try to understand the youth culture of 
the 20th and 21st centuries, and then re-build their popularity 
using their new insights.  During their travels through time 
and space, they met many famous people including ‘the king’ 
himself – Elvis Presley!  The gods also found out all about The 
Beatles and came across some of the problems facing modern  
teenagers with the advent of social networking sites such as 
facebook.  

This imaginative story formed the basis of  the 2011 Year Six 
production , which was written by Mr. Adam  Briggs.  M. Neil Milton reworked some of the 
songs used in the performance.   Director MRs. Lorna Mallory worked hard to ensure that 
everything  worked perfectly on the night.  The costumes, designed by Kathleen Arundell 
and Susan Phillips, were wonderfully colourful creations. Mr. Blacklidge  and Mr.  Nicholl 
were responsible for organising the props, and Mr. Millington ran the lighting box.  There 
were great performances from all the children, who thoroughly enjoyed  being centre stage!

Ms. K. Arundell - Year Six Green and Primary LDD

Greece Lightning!

We Love Art!

Tala Mosalem (Y6V)

YEAR SIX PRODUCTION - Summer Term 2011

Nouran Magahed (Y5O)

Rola Abdallah (Y5B)

Year Six Fashion Design

Year One Collages

Year Five Outdoor Sketching

Cutting and Glueing in Year 
One

Year One Body Portraits

Hussein Bakry (Y1V)Year One Self-Portraits
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In Key Stage One, the Buddy system has had a bit of a makeover! The children 
look really glamorous in their new golden sashes and their job description has also 
changed slightly. 

The new responsibilities of Golden Buddies are:

• to be the line leader,

• to take the register to the office each morning,

• to be a special friend at playtime.

The children each get to keep the golden sash for 
one week and then at the end of the week they get 
rewarded. Every Sunday a new child is selected to be 
the Golden Buddy.

Foundation Stage children receive a special certificate 
and golden balloon and Year One and Two children 
are invited to the Golden Tea Party, where Year Six 
children come to help and read stories to the tea party 
guests.

So, if you see a child around school wearing a golden 
sash, you can expect to see golden behaviour too...
and perhaps a golden tea cup.

Ms.  C.  Jodrell - Key Stage One Deputy 
Headteacher

Not only are there changes in the Key Stage Library, Key Stage One 
Library is also different this year.  We now have a new member of the 
Library Team, Ms. Nancy, who is working alongside Ms.Mimi!

Ms. Nancy is our Library Activities Coordinator and brings that little 
bit of extra magic to the children’s library sessions.  Nancy prepares 
wonderful activities for all of the children in Foundation Stage and 
Key Stage One. When the children arrive for their library time, they 
may be greeted with special songs, stories and games, music and 
lyrics to learn, or even a special treasure hunt. There is no end to 
the imagination of the library team and the children are learning to 
use their own imaginations and develop book and story ideas of their 
own.

Ms. Mimi is still our librarian, checking 
books in and out of the library and 
helping to guide children in the choices 
they make. She’ll also recommend 
great reads for girls and boys, if they 
tell her what their special interests are.

So, next time you are in school, pop 
your head into the Key Stage One library to say hello, but take care, there have 
been strange characters lurking in there...A Big Bad Wolf, a Troll, Little Red Riding 
Hood...oh, and I’m sure I spotted a Winnie the Witch in there last week.

Watch out!
Mrs. Mella Jodrell - Key Stage One Deputy Headteacher

Key Stage One Library News

KEY STAGE ONE NEWS

Buddies in Key Stage One
get a new uniform!
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Fahad Baghafar 
Hello my name is Fahad Baghafar and I am in Year Two 
Yellow.  I am going to tell you all about my day so you 
can see how busy we are and how much fun we have 
at school.

We start the day doing a co-operative learning activity; 
we work in teams to put cities in Egypt on to a map.  I 
am good at relationships so I help my team to work well 
together and score lots of points!

Now we are off to ICT.  Mr New is teaching us what 
special buttons we can use to help us to improve our skills with computers.  I had 
some problems when I was trying to remember what buttons to press but I was 
resilient and did not give up and I managed to work out what to do.

Off we go to break now; I have a healthy lunch which I sit and eat.  Now I am going 
to run around and play with my friends.  Oh, there goes the whistle, I check that all 
my rubbish has been thrown away and then line up.  I want my class to win the lining 
up star so we can get the trophy to have in our class.

We’re going to do literacy now, we have made puppets of the characters Charlie and 
Lola and now my talk partner and I are acting out the story we have just read.  It’s 
time to pack away now and do some maths.  I really like playing ‘Maths Shootout’ 

where I have to remember my number bonds and times table facts.

I have P.E. today and my teacher Miss Laura said I was a great team player.  After second break we have 
Arabic and then we are doing some activities in the Pod.  It is my turn to go into the role play area which is a 
Metro supermarket at the moment.  I am having lots of fun.

Finally it is time to pack up and go home.  What a packed day I have had, I can’t wait to do it all again tomorrow!

Malak Kandil 

Hi my name is Malak Kandil and I am in Year Two Violet.  My school day starts 
by getting on the bus for the ride to school. I arrive at school and line up ready 
to start the day.  We walk up to class and then I unpack my bag and I do basic 
skills where we do some fun maths and literacy activities. 

After basic skills we sit on the carpet and its literacy time; I love to write stories 
and I am enjoying learning all about the funny characters Charlie and Lola. 

Next is playtime. I go and play lots of nice games with my friends Karma, Omar 
and Hana. I enjoy my healthy snack and run around.  After playtime I go to PE 
and I practise skipping and lots of games.  What a busy day I am having!

 After PE we have maths and I like to learn doubles and do taking away.  I am 
going to start learning my times tables soon and I have heard that there are lots 
of funky songs to help us learn them. 

Then I go to the 2nd break to play on the tyre with my friends. 

In the afternoon I do artwork.  So far we have 
painted fruits and vegetable for our Happy and 
Healthy topic and we painted a gorilla for our Little 
Beauty story. 

My after school club is cookery club and I make 
happy face sandwiches. Yum Yum!

After that I go with Karma onto the bus and say 
goodbye.  I can’t wait to get home and tell my 
family about all the things I have learned today!  

Miss U. Jardine - Year Two Yellow and 
Miss L. Berrisford  -  Year Two Violet

A Day in the Life of Year Two
Key Stage One News
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What a wonderful surprise for Year One when the three Billy Goats Gruff came trip trapping into the FS1 playground one bright sunny Sunday morning. The 
goats were a little nervous to see all the children but allowed them to come close and touch their fur and pointy horns. The goats created much excitement as 
Year One classes came to see them throughout the morning. It was agreed that it was a lovely visit and that even though they had had a shower the goats 
were still a bit stinky!

Some of the children who had been retelling the story the previous week quickly realized that someone was missing.’ Where is the Troll?’ they cried. 
Unfortunately the Troll had been delayed 
but made a surprise visit as the children 
lined up to go into class on Wednesday. 
He wasn’t a very friendly Troll and was 
searching the playground for goats. 
Luckily the goats had already found 
some nice green wavy grass to eat and 
were playing happily elsewhere.

After an exciting week of goats and 
Trolls, Year One spent some time 
writing the story. They did a great job. 

Well done Year One!
Ms. E Hall - Year One Red and Ms. J Parrott - Year One Orange

The Billy Goats Gruff visit Year One

In Year One, while working on an uplifting African story, ‘Handa’s Surprise’, we learned all about the variety of fruits available 
to us. Later, we had great fun using our senses to explore a selection of fresh fruits. Together, we decided that fruits are a 
delicious snack and agreed that we should try to include more of these in our packed lunches.  

At MES Cairo we all know that a healthy lunch is vital for children to ensure they have enough energy and nutrients to last 
throughout our long, active school day. We also know that creating an interesting and nutritious packed lunch every day can 
be difficult, and with so much choice in the supermarkets, it’s easy to get confused about what’s healthy and what’s not for 
packed lunches. Fear not, we are here to help!

As early as possible, involve your child with their lunch choices, guiding gently towards the healthier options. All lunch boxes should contain a healthy, balanced 
lunch, which changes from day to day. A balance would include: 

• Some vegetables or salad, AND a portion of fruit. 

• Some starchy foods - These are bread, rice, potatoes and pasta, and others. 

• Some protein foods - These are meat, fish, eggs, beans and others. 

• A dairy item - This could be cheese or yoghurt. 

Varying the lunches will ensure lunchtime is an exciting part of the day. For example, when 
preparing sandwiches, try to provide a variety of breads, different nutritional fillings and a 
choice of salads and fruit each time.

As we all know, sugary and fatty foods should be kept at home for a special treat!  We look 
forward to seeing some thrilling, filling, healthy lunches!

Ms. D. Sweeney - Year One Yellow

It has been a busy time in Year One so far this term. We have enjoyed learning many new skills and have been especially 
enthusiastic during our maths lessons. Some of our favourite lessons have been when learning 
about 2-D and 3-D shapes. We learnt lots of new vocabulary and worked hard to identify different 
properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes. We completed lots of different activities related to shapes. We 
made pictures using 2-D shapes as our templates and we also learnt about pattern and printed 
using shapes. We also had a go at making 3-D shapes out of play dough; this really tested our 
resilience as we had to persevere in order to make the shape. We developed our relationship skills 
when we made 3-D shapes out of Connector Straws with a partner.  For our homework we were 
set the challenge of making models at home using 3-D shapes. 

We revelled in this challenge and the models that we brought into school were outstanding. 
Models we made included houses, aeroplanes, robots and rabbits. We were all able to discuss 
our models and tell our friends about what 3-D shapes we had used to make them. It was great fun 
making the models and we enjoyed working with our Mums and Dads to create models, big and 
small. We hope that you will enjoy looking at the photographs of some of the models we made. 

Ms. C. Parsons - Year 1 Blue and Ms. J. Goodchild - Year One Green

Making Marvellous Models in Maths

We love healthy lunches!

Key Stage One News
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By Ms. M. Hayes - Primary LDD

New Office

New Role

Ms. Rosalind McKinney

This year the children in both Foundation Stage and Year One will have opportunities to enjoy developing their 
confidence in using fine motor manipulative skills. 
These skills are vitally important in leading to reading and writing. We will be using a variety of activities 
including creative media, computers, physical outside games and mark making tools, so that the children will 
learn to form letters correctly, recognise words and develop into confident writers and readers as they progress 
through the school. 
I am very excited about helping these young children towards becoming great writers.
I can be found in the LDD room next to the LDD office of the ground floor.

Ms. Melanie Hayes

I am very excited to be working in LDD this year. I have spent the last 13 years as a primary class teacher working 
with children from Year One to Year Four. 
I am thoroughly enjoying supporting the children in Year Two to help develop their phonic, reading and writing 
abilities.
Reading is paramount to everything that the children do at school, so I am hoping to enable the children to 
develop the skills necessary to become lifelong learners.
I am based in the LDD room in the Year Four pod.

Ms. Hanan Kozman

This is my first year in LDD. I am glad to gain new experiences working with 
children who have wonderful ideas, they just need someone to enhance and 
support them in developing their skills.
Also the LDD staff are all very nice and helpful. It is a pleasure to be one of 
them!
My main office is the LDD office on the ground floor.

Ms. Gillian Andrews

G’day everyone!
Yes, the Australian is back for a 
second year at MES Cairo. After really 
enjoying getting to know the students 
and parent community during my first 
year here, I am extremely excited at 
the slight change of direction my role 
is taking this year.
Continuing as part of the LDD, my main 
teaching support role will be with Year Six students. Combined 
with this is the role of Student Wellbeing.
 Student Wellbeing is an area that I have specialised in over a 
number of years, particularly when teaching in Australia. 
Nothing is more important than the student feeling happy and 
secure within their school environment. Being confident in 
themselves, and practising positive social skills
is essential to the total student experience that will ensure 
students’ learning is focused and enjoyed.
My new home at MES Cairo is on the top floor, the door to the 
right of the Year Six pod entrance.

Ms. Cathy Symonds
This year I have moved upstairs to a new 
office situated between Ms Sasha’s office 
and the Learning Hub. I will be working 
mainly with Year One children, but also 
supporting Year Two with developing their 
phonic and writing skills. 
I will be continuing my role as LDD Consultant 
and will be responsible for testing children 
who have been recommended for receiving 
extra support.
I am delighted to be continuing working with the LDD team in order 
to support the children and enable them to maximise their potential.
I look forward to meeting many of you over the coming academic 
year!

New Staff

What is new in Primary LDD?
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For those of you that were part of the MES Cairo family last year, you will remember (it was hard to 
forget!) the amazing opening to the Graduation Ceremony where 120 of the finest dancers from across 
the whole of the Primary and Secondary sections performed an awe-inspiring ‘Flash Mob dance’ to a 

hushed audience.  It was the brain-child of our resident dance genius Miss Goodchild, 
who worked with Ms. Downey (Secondary PE Department) to train and choreograph the 
performance.  

Since moving to Cairo, Miss Jo Goodchild has fulfilled 
her dream of training to breakdance and joining a dance 
crew.  The dance crew call themselves ‘Swaggers’ and 
they are made up of fourteen young and gifted performers.  
Swaggers perform using breakdance, popping, krumping, 
robot, new style and synchronised hiphop techniques. In 
recent months they have been performing and entering dance competitions all over Cairo.  
Their biggest challenge is just around the corner, as they prepare to get through the rounds 
and be part of ‘Arabia’s Got Talent’. On Monday 5th July 2011, the Swaggers Crew auditioned 
in Cairo for ‘Arabia’s Got Talent’.  This is what Miss Jo had to say about it: “It was a good day 
with an excited atmosphere.  All of the contestants and groups showed some nerves before 

performing in front of a panel and an audience of other competitors. Nevertheless, we got up on stage 
and danced our hearts out. We were questioned by the judges about why we entered and what other 
dance crews inspired us. This is a good sign, I feel, because for some of the other competitors, there was 
no time given for discussion. We will find out if we made it to the next round soon. So until hen, we will 
continue to train, and perform.”

Swaggers Crew now eagerly await their response from the Arabia’s Got Talent 
judging panel. If they are successful, they will have the opportunity to travel 
to Lebanon to compete in the live show. There they will 
have to perform another two-minute routine to impress 
the judges and move forward in the competition. Never 
before has Egypt been represented in the Arab nations 
with a boy and girl hiphop dance crew!

Just recently the children in Primary got a taste of 
the amazing dance styles and techniques when two 
members of the Swaggers crew, Mr. Omar and Mr. Ziad, 

explained and performed three different dance styles in a Primary assembly.  Mr. 
Omar and Mr. Ziad will be running a six-week street dance workshop for Primary 
Key Stage Two children as well, where a lucky group of children will learn street 
dance.  The course will run from October to December 2011.

At MES Cairo, Miss Jo is using her skills to inspire children to dance.  Dance, 
to some people can seem a great way to keep fit, or a fun hobby. To others it is 
much more than this and that is what Miss Jo wishes to share with others who 
enjoy dancing. Dance is a form of expression and helps develop creativity and 
imagination through interpreting music. It provides great opportunities for people to 
work with each other and most of all, it is a way to release all kinds of emotions. For 
Miss Jo, dance is a form of freedom where creativity knows no limits.

If you are interested in finding out more about learning to street dance please 
contact swaggerscrew@hotmail.com.  You could also take a look at the Swaggers 
Crew website to find out what they are up to and where you might see them 
performing in Cairo: www.swaggerscrew.com 

Miss N. Connelly – Primary Supply Teacher

Egypt’s Got Talent!

Y o u  c a n  D a n c e  i f  Y o u  W a n t
Special Dance RepoRt

‘We dance for laughter, we 
dance for tears, we dance for 
madness, we dance for fears, we 
dance for hopes, we dance for 
screams, we are the dancers, we 
create the dreams.’

Miss Jo – Swaggers dance crew 
member and Year Year teacher 

at MES Cairo!

The Swaggers dance crew

Mr. Ziad – Swaggers crew 
member and dance teacher

Swaggers crew performing at a Red 
Bull show

Mr. Omar – 
Swaggers crew 

member and dance 
teacher
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Key Stage One Skipping Day 

This year’s KS1 Skipping Day was kicked off by Mr. Cox 
showing off his skipping skills! Luckily his efforts were 
overshadowed by the fabulous efforts and skills of the 
KS1 students throughout the day. At the three different 
skipping activities pupils showed they could coordinate 
jumping and rope turning and work as a team to 
complete the skipping relay. A good deal of fun was had 
at the long rope activity where pupils were set a number 
of ways to jump over the river to avoid the crocodile 
biting at their ankles. Pupils jumped skipped and even 
limboed under the rope to cross to the other side. This 
was all capped off by some ‘risk taking’ students who 
tried to cross under the 10- metre skipping rope whilst 
it was being swung by class teachers and TLAs. The 
children enjoyed the day and some parents recaptured 
their youth by showing sons and daughters how it 
was done. It was a fantastic day and a reminder that 
skipping is great way to help keep fit and healthy too!

Mr O. Morgan - Primary PE Department

Year Three and Year Four Health 
Day

This year at MES Cairo the Primary PE Department 
developed the new initiative called Health Day for Key 
Stage Two. The special days focussed on encouraging 
fitness and healthy living as well as giving the children 
activities they had not tried before.

The students took part in six rotations that varied from 
learning about diet and hydration to keeping rhythm 
and building stamina. All students should be extremely 
proud of their efforts and achievements. Even the 
teachers showed the true spirit of health and well-being 
with their massive smiles and bouncy steps.

The children put in an amazing amount of effort and 
energy and they ended the day just the same way as 
they started - with huge smiles on their (by now however tired!) little faces.

Mr.  M. Cox - Primary PE Department

Year Five and Year Six Health Day

After the success of Year Three and Four, it was time for the Year Five and Six Health Day. The 
children arrived full of enthusiasm and were ready to exercise! 

Many children and teachers tried lots of new activities that 
they had never done before, including ‘boxercise’, ‘yoga’ 
and ‘dance aerobics’. Everyone was particularly impressed 
by Mr. Parrott’s dance moves! Children also worked 
exceptionally well in teams solving the food pyramid 
challenge and transporting water in the hydration relay.

After completing all of the activities everyone sat down 
together. The PE Department was very impressed when the 
children demonstrated how much they had learned about 
healthy eating, hydration and fitness.  Looking around the 
room it was obvious just how hard everyone had worked, 
from the number of happy, but very tired, faces! The day 
ended with a big cheer to celebrate everyone’s hard work. 

Ms. L. Butler - Primary PE Department

PRIMARY SPORTSDESK
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Every year an enthusiastic multitude of fifty plus female students descend on the football field for 
the first training session of the year, sometime in mid-September. The air is still warm at 3pm 

and everyone believes they have a chance to make the final squad – and why shouldn’t they?  Most arrive 
unfit from enjoyable summer vacations and some have even forgot how to kick a ball correctly.  It is the job of 
the MES Cairo coaches to mould this excess mass into a functional, fit and committed football team ready to 
compete with the very best in Cairo. 

I am honoured to introduce the new coaches for 2011-2012, namely Laura Quarin as fellow general coach and 
Becky Kasper as goalkeeper coach.  Both ladies have ample experience coaching football around the world 
and have spent significant time playing the game to a very high standard.  This has certainly made a difference 
to the ethos in training. A by-product of Coach Paul McTigue’s 2011 mighty Middle School 2011 Champions 
has been the influx of fresh faces into the Varsity fold.  Following this are also more fresh faces to MES Cairo 
itself. It is such an honour to be selected to play for your school.  This honour is only bestowed upon the most 
truly committed, including regular attendance to training sessions.

The 13 attending players at the 2011 CISSA Varsity Girls tournament hosted at BISC knew more than anything 
else they had earned their right to be there by impressing their coaches, with their ability and attitude. They had 
made football a priority as an extra-curricular pastime. 

 The group games were certainly exciting for all involved, commencing with a 2-2 draw against El-Alsson where 
three handballs led to three converted penalties (two perfectly 

executed for MES Cairo by the phenomenal Bana Al-Bitr 
(G10B), the other for El-Alsson).  Despite creating dozens 
of chances, amazingly we did not convert any in open play.  
Fortune did not smile favourably on our blue shirts and even 
tormented us with a fluke El-Alsson goal, against the run of 
play. 

Later during the day, MES Goalkeeper Yasmeen Dabees 
(Y11Y), who battled bravely making extra-ordinary saves, 
finally succumbed to an injury and could take no further 
part in the tournament.  This terrible blow was softened by 
the selflessness and courage of Nour Mashhour (Y9R) who 
transformed her handiwork from volleyball and basketball 
to commendable performances wearing the MES Cairo 
goalkeeper gloves.  

The second group game should have amended for the shock 
draw with El-Alsson.  ISC-Cairo were gifted an unlikely lead 
from an unlucky injury to two MES Cairo players in the same 
tackle.  Whilst our girls were on the floor, the referee waved 
‘play on’ for their undeserved second goal which completely 
nullified Bana’s earlier strike.  In the second half, a different 
referee stopped play for an opposing player with cramp, 
completely inconsistent with the earlier decision.  It seemed these injustices were going to ruin all the moral 
high ground reached through high quality training.  With honour at stake and pride in our hearts MES Cairo 
channelled all their frustrations into teamwork, resulting in a first Varsity tournament goal for Farah Faidhi 

(Y8R) scrambled from the goal area. This was followed by a memorable solo run from Bana, to keep us within 
reach of the semi-final (3-2 to MES Cairo).  

The group finale saw an encounter with familiar foes AISE who needed to beat us to progress themselves.  An 
outstanding individual from their midst was annihilating our defensive line in the first half with the freedom to roam 
and scoring two well taken goals.  Superbly, new enrolment Amina El-Khadem (G11V) headed in a far post reply to 
maintain our chance of snatching a draw and qualification.   Amazingly Amina’s parents blessed this world with two 
football talents and twin sister Alia’s work on the left of midfield created an opportunity for Bana to score her final 
goal of the tournament (2-2). Yet special measures were needed to neutralise the AISE star player and destroy her 
dreams of grabbing a winner. Fortunately Raghda Ibrahim (G12V) had been specially trained for such a task and 
from the moment the ‘Dream Destroyer’ was deployed, AISE never looked capable of breeching our defence again.  
Indeed with Nada Ibrahim (G11G) fulfilling a Brazilian style ‘wing-back’ role behind Alia, there were long periods of 
MES Cairo possession. A perfect amalgamation of solid defending and exquisite passes in the middle proved an 
exhilarating way of sending our historical and once domineering rivals crashing out of the tournament.    

MES Cairo qualified second in the group but faced a team in a league of their own in the semi-final.  I use this 
term literally, for CAC were in the CISSA tournament this year unusually as a replacement for their cancelled 
engagements in a European league.  Here was a team who set the standard with training regimes which allow for 
no complacency and it shows.  CAC beat every team they met convincingly, including us. There is a lot to learn 
from these engagements and MES Cairo players learned fast, for their second half performance was twice as 
good as their first. Notably, our forlorn troops were inspired in the break by Ms. Kasper’s rousing speech and also 
a reminder that they wore a blue shirt with the letters ‘M-E-S’ emblazoned proudly on the front. Nardeen Massoud 

SECONDARY SPORSDESK 
Fresh Faces for Varsity Girls Football – 
CISSA Tournament 2011 at BISC

35



(G9Y) and Reem Khamis (G10R) proved to themselves they can defend ably against the very best.  Fatma 
El Garhi (Y10R) and Nouran Jaouda (G9R) eagerly replaced tiring midfield team mates and justified their 
selection to the team.

Third place play-offs never produce the best from anyone as there is too little at stake.  Injuries and tired legs 
contributed to a struggling 2-1 defeat against our ‘bogey team’ El-Alsson, who always seem to play us like 
it’s a cup final (to their credit). An excellent team goal finished by natural born striker Farah was the proudest 
moment for us.  A possible penalty claim when Amina was kicked in the area was ignored by the referee, who 
soon blew for full time in a match cut short by 10 minutes by the organisers. 

Fourth place was disappointing for all involved but it is more important to focus on the positives from the fresh 
faces and reliance on players who attended training the most. Last year I would have never thought we would 
be naming Ingie Enan (G10R) as best Varsity defender.  What a leap from Middle School!  And she certainly 
leaps to win every heading opportunity in her central defensive domain. Alia El-Khadem (G11G) was chosen 
as ‘MES Cairo player of the tournament’ because of her accurate passing, the strength to run past players 
and the durability to slot into any midfield role.  She truly personifies the ‘Total Football’ style of player we are 
encouraging in training.  She is certainly a welcome fresh face to Varsity.

Most importantly of all are the fresh faced professionalism, new ideas and extra-ordinary hard work from 
Coaches Quarin and Kasper.  With a disciplined approach and improving fitness levels we should see a 
gradual evolution to the expectations necessary to compete on more equal terms with the very best in Cairo. 

Mr. S. Perry - Girls Football Coach

There was always going to be high hopes for this year’s Varsity Football team. The squad consists 
of every member of last year’s JV team that dominated the Cairo tournament, and won convincingly. 
However, Varsity tournaments are different, and to win a tournament the MES Cairo team would have 
to beat several extremely good teams. AISE are a team that have only lost one varsity game in four 
years, that was in last year’s ISAC final where they were beaten by El Alsson on penalties. El Alsson 
would also be competeing, as would football powerhouses CAC who normally travel to compete in a 
European tournament, this year stayed in Cairo to compete in our tournament. Four other international 
schools in Cairo were competing. 

The seasons started well with the boys training hard, and were 
eager to play some games. 

First games of the season are always tough and a friendly at 
CAC brought the boys back down to earth losing narrowly 2-0. 
However, they bounced back in style winning a memorable game 
away at AISE, and playing some tremendous football. They then 
beat NCBIS 3-0, and the MES train had started rolling.

In the tournament, the boys were drawn with El Alsson, NCBIS 
and ISC-C. First up were El Alsson, and it was a very tight affair. 

After a few early nerves MES Cairo settled, and their passing game tore El Alsson apart. The game was 
settled in the second half when MES Cairo captain Moataz El Sherbini scored a direct free kick. 

The next two games went smoother, and MES were through to the semi-finals topping their group by 
winning all three games. 

Unfortunately after the group stages the tournament schedule forced MES to play their semi final 
immediately after their last game. The opponents were CAC who were runners up of their group. MES 
started brightly and scored almost immediately. CAC, fully rested after their group matches took control 
of the game and scored two goals. The MES boys however had a ‘never say die attitude and quickly 
equalised. The game was now wide open, with chances at either end, CAC thought they had won the 
game when they scored their third goal, only for Ahmed Sawan to run on to a through ball and equalise 
again.  The game went to extra time, and unfortunately fatigue set in, and MES Cairo conceded what 
turned out to be the winning goal.

The 3rd/4th place play-off was a similar story, as now a thoroughly exhausted team battled to take arch 
rivals AISE into extra time, and again conceded a late goal.

However – football is a game of two halves, and the Varsity boys can look forward to the challenge of 
trying to achieve what a MES Varsity Boys team has never done; win a varsity title when they play in a 
tournament in February. 

Go Cougars!

Mr. P McTigue – Varsity Coach

Varsity Football – A Game of Two Halves
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MES CAIRO ACHIEVERS

Mohamed started playing table tennis 
four years ago. He had already tried 
other sports like tennis and karate but 
he enjoyed table tennis the most and 
was always watching it on TV.  He even 
researched table tennis techniques on 
the internet!

He started training at an academy at 
the Maadi Club twice a week for three 
hours. Soon, his coach placed  him in 
the Club team that represents the club 
in Egyptian tournaments.  

He increased his training sessions to 
train for six days per week! Two years 
later in 2009 he played in his first 
national tournament for Egypt and he 
hasn’t looked back ever since.

Recently, Mohamed played in a 
tournament representing Egypt and his 
team won the Bronze medal! 

Congratulations Mohamed! MES Cairo 
is proud of you for representing your 
country! 

Mohamed Fouda (Y5Y) - Table Tennis Champ

As Miss Elaine, his teacher, says: ‘Alfie is 
a little rocket!’ 

Alfie plays football in the Cairo Youth 
Soccer League 5-6 year old division 
for a team called Al-Korom and can’t 
stop scoring goals this season! In only 
six games so far he has already scored 
sixteen goals – including one incredible 
game when he scored six!

If that isn’t enough, he also does Tae 
Kwon Do and in only a few months has 
already passed three belts. Last week 
he successfully completed his test for his 
yellow and green belt with the legendary 
Captain Moyaser – his Tae Kwon Do 
teacher and ‘fifth dan’ black belt.

Not bad for a five-year old! Go Alfie! MES 
Cairo is very proud of you!

Alfie Tomlinson (Y1R) – Super Striker and Tae 
Kwon Do Star!
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Secondary House Competition 2011-12

H
ogwarts is probably the most famous school in the world. Famous for witchcraft and wizardry, Harry Potter, 
Professor Dumbledore and Hagrid. It is also famous for the huge rivalry between the ‘Houses’ the students 
are in, particularly ‘Slytherin’ and ‘Gryffindor’. 

Anything Hogwarts can do, however, MES Cairo can do better! The 
competition between the four Houses this year is bigger than ever. Amun, 
Edjo, Kheper and Selket are battling to be crowned ‘House Champions’. After 
Amun’s success last year every House has now won the championship.

This year’s activities have come thick and fast, starting with the annual 
‘Staff Challenge’, and the ‘House Extravaganza on consecutive Thursday 
afternoons. On top of these every Wednesday there is a weekly challenge, 
with ‘Staff/Seniors Volleyball’, ‘Speed Stacking’ and ‘Sports Quiz’ to name but 
a few. 

New this year is the 
‘Fantasy Football 
Challenge’ which will take 
place for the duration of 
the school year, and points 
will also be awarded for 
good attendance and merit 
stickers.

To spice things up further 
there are two new Heads 
of House trying to oust the 
experienced duo of Mr. 
Morris in Amun, and Miss 
Longden for Edjo. 

Judging by their wishes, I think it’s clear the House 
Competition will possibly be the closest fought ever. 

May the best House win!

Mr. P McTigue – House Coordinator

Kheper’s Head of House, Mr. Joe Shooter, is new to the school.   He came to 
Cairo from a small town in southern England called Minehead.
Full name: Joe Shooter 
Teacher of: History (British Section)
Studied at: The School of Slavonic and East European Studies - University 
College London and UWIC in Cardiff.
A secret that few people know about me: My very first job as a teenager 
was in a juggling shop!
If I had three wishes: 1.Cardiff City Football Club to win the Premier League! 
2. Wales to win the Rugby World Cup! 3. Kheper to win the House Cup!

Selket’s Head of House – Not new to the school, but very excited to take 
up the position of Head of House is Mrs. Christine Downey. Full name: 
Christine Downey
Teacher of: PE and International Award
Studied at: St. Mary’s College, London, and Leeds Metropolitan University, 
Leeds
A secret that few people know about me: I was a security guard at the 
Wimbledon Tennis Tournament for three years. 
If I had three wishes: 1. Selket win 2. Selket win. 3. Selket win!
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The MES Cairo House competition is a truly 
unique experience, and has brought 

competition to a new level, whilst also keeping a level 
of fun, incorporating team spirit and encouraging 
good academic performance and attendance. Some 
schools focus on sporting achievement in their House 
competition  and others use it as a means to monitor behaviour.  Even Hogwarts and the famous 
Harry Potter have failed to match what we do here at MES Cairo! The house extravaganza fits 
all the above boxes, and more.

The House Extravaganza has 
become one of the most popular 
and competitive House events on the 

school calendar. An afternoon filled with challenge, problem 
solving and serious fun had the four Houses making more noise 
than a football crowd on cup final day. 

This year the Extravaganza was scheduled at the end of the 
first week, an ideal chance for each house to ‘set the precedent’ 
in terms of their capabilities this year. The houses competed 
in twelve different activities, with a mixture of the old favourites 
like ‘Blanket Volleyball’ and ‘Basketball Shoot’, with new exciting 
games such as ‘Jenga Towers’. 

Teams sweated and toiled in the raging sun in order for their 
House to be crowned champions. At the end of the afternoon the 
results panel finally gave the verdict. 

Fourth place  –  Selket

Third place  –  Edjo

In second place  –  Kheper

The winner of the extravaganza, for the fourth year in a row, was Amun.

I would like to thank all the staff and students for their help, sportsmanship 
and sense of occasion. The biggest thank you goes to the four Heads of 
House because without them this event could not have happened!

MES Cairo Secondary House System News

Secondary House Extravaganza 2011

One of the new House events to be introduced in secondary school is fantasy football. 
Fantasy football allows students, staff and parents to test their knowledge of the 

English Premier League whilst having to juggle with matters such as budgets and making transfers.

Entrants will control multi-million pound budgets and pick a ‘fantasy’ squad of 15 players. They will 
accumulate points each week, depending on how their players perform in Premier League matches.

Fantasy football is used in schools throughout the world and has helped motivate, engage and 
create learning opportunities for pupils of all ages. By taking part entrants have to discover how 
to manage budgets, and decide whether they can afford to purchase players such as David Silva, 
Sergio Aguero, and Demba Ba. It is also great for using basic ICT skills. 

So far over forty staff and students have entered teams, with house points being given to all entrants, 
as well as bigger prizes given to entrants who finish in the top five at the end of the season.

Parents – you can help you child’s house win house points, all you need to do is register a team, 
and add whichever house they are in as part of your team name. E.g. Christine Downey (Selket). 

To enter please go to www.fantasypremierleague.com 

You have 100 million pounds to select a squad of 15 players. You can then enter the MES House 
Competition by entering the pin number – 2305449-487039.

Mr. P. McTigue – House Coordinator

Fantasy Football Fever Takes Over at MES Cairo!

‘Even Hogwarts and the famous Harry Potter have 
failed to match what we do here at MES Cairo!’
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ART@20eleven
The theatre was full on May 30th 2011 as many parents, 
students and teachers attended the opening of the annual 
whole school art exhibition ART@20eleven.  The exhibition 
celebrated the creativity and artistic talent of our students 
and teachers with artwork filling the reception area and 
corridors of the Administration building.  Artwork ranged 
from large textured canvases to clever photographic 
compositions, group collages, ceramics, logo design and 
even weaving.  Some highlights of the exhibition can be 
seen in the photographs on this page. 

Renowned Egyptian Artist, Carelle Homsy, was our guest 
of honour.  Carelle graduated from the Faculty of Arts 
Education in 1991. She is a member of the Plastic Art 
Syndicate and of the Atelier Group.  She regularly exhibits 
her artwork in Egypt and abroad and currently has an 
impressive solo exhibition in Greece.  Carelle illustrates 
her personal and intellectual experiences through an 
expressive painting style with exaggerated figures and 
intensified colours, taking inspiration from the Fauve art 
movement.

ART ATTACK!

G12 Ahmed Saharty ‘Wonders’

Carelle Homsy ‘Um Kolthoum’ (2006)

Carelle Homsy ‘Allegorie De La Vie’ 
(2009)

Invitation 2011Carelle Homsy ‘Greece’ (1993)
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Carelle presented Art awards to twelve students.  The students were nominated by 
their teachers for their outstanding achievement in Art and special contributions to the 
exhibition.  The Art Award Winners came from across the school:  Ali Emam (Y1R), Mariam 
Khalil (Y2O), Mostafa Aly (Y5R), Fatma Talaat (Y6Y), Aalaa Yassin (Y7B), Jumana El 
Safty (G7B), Meriam George (G8Y), Lina Zamzam (Y8B), Nadia Sakran (Y9Y), Basma 
El Kersch (G10G), Yasmine Akef (DP11R) and Ahmed Saharty (G12V).  Other talented 
students also received art awards at the British and American Section Award Ceremonies.  
Congratulations!

Mrs. L.  Prime - Head of Secondary Art and Design Technology

Y9 Omar Bahig Y11 AS Art Mariam Naby (2)

G9 Georgina Merhom

G10 Nayla Rizkalla G10 Nada IbrahimG10 Eliana FleifelDP11 Yasmine Akef

Y7 Yasmina El Diary

G7 Jumana El Safty

G12 Ahmed Saharty

G11 Norhan El Sedfy G11 Farah Hegazy

Y8 Ismail SeoudiG11 Norhan El Sedfy
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The Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) 
board has commended MES Cairo’s Art department 
on our work in the Critical Historical Project 
component of the Art and Design IGCSE.  We are 
very proud that examples of our students’ work are 
being displayed on the exemplar materials available 
to teachers around the world on the CIE website.  
Chief Examiner Mr. Tony Keeler told me personally 
during a training day at the British Council earlier 
in the year, that our approach to the project set an 
excellent example because we enable students to 
demonstrate their leaning and understanding visually 
through their own studies.  The key difference 
between our approach and that of many centres is 
that we set a project that is developed through visual 
studies and analysis rather than a formal illustrated 
essay.  

The Art department introduced the critical historical 
project component in 2009 with the first students 
entering the projects for examination in 2010.  The 
component represents 50% of the IGCSE grade.  
We are been very proud of our students and the 
enthusiasm and initiative they have shown.  IGCSE 
Art students study an aspect of Art and Design that 
interests them through drawing, painting and written 
analysis.  They then develop their own artwork 
in response to what they have learnt.  The project 
is presented on large A2 sheets with reflective 
comments.  The projects often involve students 
looking at the influences on the chosen artist’s work 
including Masters such as Van Gogh and Derain.  
For the final stage of the project students develop 
their own artwork inspired by what they have learnt.  
They complete this artwork during the eight hours of 
the mock examination in January.  We have been 
impressed with students’ independent responses 
and the artistic development achieved over the 
course of the critical, historical project. 

We encourage students to study contemporary 
artists who are exhibiting and working in Cairo and 
can be interviewed.  The department has developed 
good relationships with many renowned Egyptian 
Artists and prominent Galleries and this has helped 

our students get the access they need to original artwork.  Khadiga Khadr (Y10B) was 
able to work beside Dr. Reda Abdel Rahman in his studio as part of his project.  The 
Zamalek Gallery helped Sarah Aly (Y11R) and Heidi El Ogeil (Y10B) to meet Mostafa 
Abdel Moity and Emad Ibrahim and view their latest artwork.  Other students met an 
artist through a family connection, further developing the school’s connections to the 
Egyptian art world.  Students have also taken advantage of opportunities presented 
when travelling in their summer holidays.  Hyun Min Lee (Y10B) interviewed Baik 
Hyang-Ki in a gallery in Korea.  Michelle Brace(Y10R) studied the work of Russell 
Drysdale in Australia and Clara El Metaal (Y10B) studied the work of Turner in London.

Please enjoy the artworks selected from student’s critical, historical projects.

Mrs. L. Prime - Head of Secondary Art and Design Technology

Michelle Brace 2011

Malak Seaudi 2010

Current Y10 IGCSE Art group

Anna Borsch 2010

Shaheer Soliman 2010 

Khadiga Khadr 2011

Khadiga Khadr 2011

Hyun Min Lee 2011

Heidi El Ogeil 2011
Yasmine Akef 2010

Shaheer Soliman 2010

Marian Sadik 2010

Mariam Naby 2010

Hyun Min Lee 2011

Image captions show name of 
Artist and IGCSE exam year

ART ATTACK!
MES Cairo gets special commendation for our Critical Studies Projects!
IGCSE ART NEWS

42



Greetings! My name is Christian Maldonado and I am the new Design and Technology teacher 
here at MES Cairo. This is my 12th year of teaching. 

This year we will be exploring Web 2.0 tools, Adobe products, 3d development, animation, Google 
products and many other software tools that will engage your brains. The American Section Design 
Technology department is developing its courses this year by integrating creativity, collaboration 
and hands-on computer projects that will engage all levels of students.  Students will have an 
online portfolio that will display all the assignments done throughout the year.

The earliest Design Technology courses will focus on integrating Web 2.0 technologies. Wiki 
defines Web 2.0 as, “The web applications that facilitate participatory information sharing, 
interoperability, user-centered design, and collaboration on the World Wide Web.” 

The Design Technology 1 course will utilise a number of these Web 2.0 technologies while also 
integrating their core subjects such as Math, Science, English and History. The objective of this 
section is that students will leave with an understanding of Web 2.0 and how these technologies 
can assist them to reinforce concepts learned in other courses. Students will also have a number 
of example projects that will readily be available for others to view.

Design Technology middle level courses will continue to integrate Web 2.0 technologies. Design 
Technology 2 will start using more complex programs with a greater emphasis on creativity and 
collaboration projects. They will design businesses, make websites and 3D animation movies 
and will be able to present their projects at the end of the year. This course will also use forums 
as a way of allowing students to learn from each other. Assessments in the course will be taken in 
non-traditional way through making online videos. The objective of this course is to solve real world problems and use technologies to do it. 

Design and Technology higher level courses will continue to build upon previous courses, but more importantly will integrate what the students 
choose to learn and implement. These projects will be based on real-world problems and will involve even greater collaboration in and outside 
the classroom. Students may learn to develop from the beginning stages to the final end product of a video game. They may also learn video 
production skills to making complex 3d animation models using the latest software. The objective of this course will be to learn valuable real-
world skills that could be used immediately. Students on this course will also be able to have an online portfolio developed that will display 
their projects and skills.

My hope is that each of you will to learn, apply, integrate, collaborate, create and have fun in Design and Technology! DT is the place to be! 

Mr. C. Maldonado - Design Technology Teacher

During our ‘Dinosaur Roar!’ topic in June 2011, FS2 Blue students were inspired by the textured pictures Grade 
Seven Blue had displayed in the art@20eleven exhibition, and we decided to create our own in the same style.  

The students showed great resourcefulness in using tissue, pasta and sand painted in shades of yellow, 
orange and brown to make pictures resembling dinosaur bones that had been fossilised in rock.  Resilience 
was needed as they took some time to complete, and making the tiny bones along the middle was quite fiddly.  
Relationships were developed as friends helped each other with tricky parts.  On reflection, everyone was so 
excited by how well the work had turned out that Miss Helen El-Hoss invited Mr. Crabb and some of his Grade 
Seven Blue students to come and see the finished pictures.  The children were very pleased to receive some 
special golden stickers that are saved for only the very best artists!

The highlight of the session was when Mr. Crabb showed us how to make model dinosaurs using clay, and with 
the help of Mahinar Galal, Nada El Bostany, Nourhan Zei-El-Din, Youssef El Harby and Mohamed El Refaie 
from Grade Seven Blue, we set about making 
our own models of diplodocus, triceratops and 
stegosaurus.  Miss Helen and Miss Mona could 
hardly believe how accurate and detailed the 
models were, and we were both very proud of 
our young artists.

Ms. El-Hoss  - FS2 Teacher

Dinosaur Roarrrrr! 
Art Attack Across Sections...

FS2 Blue and Grade 7 Celebrate great Artwork together!

New Directions for Design Technology in the American Section

DT...a great place to be!
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September 2011 saw the introduction of a new and exciting course for students in Grade 12 of the 
American section. It is called ‘Digital Visual Media’ – try saying quickly, it’s really difficult! So you will hear 
it being referred to as DVM which is a lot easier to say.

The aim of the course is to give students the opportunity to explore the different ways of working with the 
various forms of digital media that are available to us now during the Information technology Revolution 
that has made a mark for itself now in the 21st Century. 

Students are using photographs, video, animation, graphics and music to create exciting projects to 
express themselves. They are exploring some of the many types of software now available which allow 
us to create, manage, and manipulate visual media, such as Adobe Photoshop, Pivot and Windows 
Movie Maker Live. 

They are also learning how to work with the many different file types used by this software, such as 
GIFs, WAVs and BMPs  – creating, combining and saving with the ultimate goal of sharing their creativity 
with the rest of the world using social media such as You Tube and Facebook.

Students started the course by exploring the magical world of Stop-Motion Animation using photography 
as a medium to make the impossible possible; objects that move all by themselves and people driving 
a chair as if it were a car are just some of the wonders achieved by our budding young animators. 
Examples of work by DVM students at MES can be found on the following website:

www.wixcom/MESCAIRO/DVM

Mr. J. Crabb - Teacher of Art, Photography and Digital Visual Media

The AP Art students have made an excellent 
start to their course.  They all completed a still 
life artwork within the first two weeks of this term! 
The project had a twist:  once students had drawn 
the outline they had to divide the page with a 

number of lines and consider how they would treat the sections as ‘positive and negative’.  They 
completed this in a number of ways from the use of black and white to that of opposite colours or 
even a combination.  We look forward to showcasing more of their work as the year progresses.

Mrs L. Prime - Head of Secondary Art and Design Technology

ART ATTACK!
AP ART:  Still life

“ It’s fun and intesting” – Farida Hashem 
“ We have the chance to think outside the box” – Leilia Alouba 
“ I think it’s a very interesting class and I’ve learnt so much about animation” – Mariam Raymone
“ I think D.V.M is great opportunity for students to learn more about the computer world” – Farah Hegazy 
“ D.V.M challenges you to use different software and to use your imganation and creativty as much as you want”  – 
Marina Maurice

DVM arrives at MES – GIFs, WAVs, and BMPs!

Zeyna Malas G12 AP

Mariam Fayek G12 AP

Norhan El Sedfy G12 AP

Heidi Lala G12 AP
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In the last edition of the MESsenger we assured you that teachers don’t 
spend their holidays locked up in their classrooms, and asked if you could 
guess which teachers would be visiting various exotic locations during the 
summer.  You can find out the answers to our quiz below, and also see 
how some MES Cairo teachers enjoyed reading the latest copy of the 
school magazine in places all over the world.

The new Mr. and Mrs. Trout take 
time out after their wedding in 

Nevada to catch up with the latest 
MES Cairo news

Mrs. Elliott’s granddaughter  Bel already 
loves reading

Cape Town South Africa

Mr. Allsop took his MESsenger to 
Budapest

Mr. Tony enjoying reading his MESsenger in  
Yulin, China

Miss Harrison took her MESsenger with her wherever she went!

This is where the other teachers featured in last term’s quiz 
spent their holidays

• Mrs. Jardine enjoyed visiting the Glasgow art galleries with her 
family.

• Ms. Smylie stayed in a hunting lodge on the island of Mull in 
Scotland. 

• The Jodrell family went sailing on a boat on the Thames.
• Ms. Crutchfield ate some wonderful seafood in Boston, US.
• Mr. Nichol went here, there and everywhere, staying in Sharm, 

Dublin, Greece and Lancaster.
• Ms. Stinson enjoyed listening to Iron Maiden in Aberdeen.
• Mrs. Sheehan spent time in Swansea and Dubai.

Tropic of Capricorn Namibia.

Chobe National Park Botswana.

Victoria Falls Zimbabwe.

With the San Bushmen 
Namibia.

With my niece and nephew in 
Stourport-on-Severn, UK.

Okavango Delta 
Botswana.

Mrs. Allsop at the Sziget 
Festival in Budapest

Mrs. Dermody on her mother’s 
85th  birthday

Where do teachers go
in the holidays? Part 2

The El-Hoss family viisted 
Disneyland.
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It is a tradition that the IB Diploma Programme cohort have a ‘CAS 
Camp’ at the start of the academic year. The purpose of the ‘CAS 
Camp’ is to introduce new students in IBDP11 to the core component 
of CAS which requires students to undertake activities that involve 
Creativity, Action and Service, and requires them to reflect on their 
achievements beyond their academic programme in skills such as 
‘working with others’ and ‘facing new challenges’.

This year the CAS Camp returned to Fayoum, the site of the 2010 
CAS Camp, but with a new focus.  This year we hoped to find out a lot 
more about the community and life in Fayoum to help us gain a better 
understanding of how other people live in our country and the reality of 
and challenges they face in their day-to-day lives. 

Mrs. A. Allsop - CAS Coordinator

The universal language of football
The students who visited Fayoum last year wanted to play football with the local boys in the village.  We felt 
this would be a good activity as football is a universal language and something that we hoped would bring 
together the similarities within us, despite our very different lives. 

‘It was great to experience a game that was so familiar to me being changed into a completely new game 
in a different culture. Although we thought we were quite good it was very humbling to play them. Even 
though we were down by 5 goals we kept pushing ourselves to overcome the challenge we were faced with. 
It was a real challenge as we weren’t actually playing on a football field, but a ‘building site’.  We were fully 
committed to the game and fought to the end to score. We have left Fayoum defeated by at football but we 
know that the bonding experience was more important than winning the game. 

Because it was culturally unacceptable for the girls to play football with the boys, the girls had to watch and 
cheer. As soon as the game started the boys realised that they were playing against really skilled boys and 
that they had to work together incredibly well in order to have a chance of winning the game. Even though 
these children are underprivileged, they have a lot of skills and some of them are very talented. 

Lyla Atta (DP11Y), Ahmed Dahawy (DP11Y), Jean-Michel 
Assaad (DP11Y), Bassem El-Kahki (DP11Y), Seif Abdel-
Ghaffar (DP11Y)

Meeting the people of Fayoum – a diary of a discovery about life

‘Today we went to visit some of the local people. We wanted to look closer 
at their culture and examine the differences between their culture and 
our city culture. The people were very 
simple and welcoming. We sat inside 
their homes and asked questions and 
they told us that they built their own 
houses with no help. They told us that 
after the revolution the prices of things 
had increased and it was beginning to 
become difficult for them. This made 
me appreciate what I have and to be 
satisfied with my lot.  It made me want 
to help Egyptians in poverty, not only in 
Fayoum but all over Cairo. My favourite 
activity of the whole trip was visiting the 
houses of the locals. The experience 
made me well aware of my culture and 
listening to their stories made me think 
of the difficulties they face. 

Fayoum CAS Camp -  Discovering a new side 
of Egypt and learning more about ourselves

IBDP NEWS
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This activity had a very big impact on the way I perceived 
life. There are a lot of people who are not as lucky as I am 
and yet they are content and don’t want anything more. I was 
amazed by their kindness and their willingness to let us into 
their homes. Because of this experience I want to volunteer to 
help underprivileged people.

They were poor in terms of money but in fact they are very yet 
rich people in a different way. They are economically poor, yet 
rich in their lives because they live peacefully and happily.

Caroline Khalil (DP11R), Faten El-Nahas (DP11Y), Suliema 
Benhalim (DP11Y), Lyla Atta (DP11Y)

Artwork inspired by a beautiful life
The CAS Camp was brought to a close by an art project. 
Students were tasked in small groups to produce a piece of 
art that was inspired by life in Fayoum and used light and dark 
and shadows.

We discussed our ideas and plans and we came up with a trial 
idea and then a plan for how to use light and shadow in our 
expressive work. It took a lot of organising because a lot of 
props needed to be created.

This activity taught us how to cooperate with my team-mates 
and how to work with them

Using shadow puppets, our group told an imaginary story about 
Fayoum changong into an urban city. The moral of the story was 
that we need to preserve the simple, precious way of life that 
exists in Fayoum.

Mirit Agibey (DP11Y), Mohamed Abdallah (DP12R), 
Mona Maurice (DP12Y)
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Images by Photography students - Class of 2011
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On 2nd October 2011, the MES Cairo 
family was deeply saddened by the 

sudden death of our school librarian, Teresa Drewry. 
Teresa fell asleep peacefully at her home after she 
was struck by an unfortunate illness.

It is thanks to Mrs. Drewry that the MES library is 
a magnificent library that is truly worthy of the MES Cairo 
name.

She was a dear friend and wonderful colleague. The 
students were inspired by her vivacious personality and 
her genuine love for reading and ultimately, for learning.

Mrs. Drewry charmed us all with her wit and her superior 
knowledge on a broad range of topics.

She always gave sound advice and recommended super 
books.

Mrs. Drewry will be missed greatly by her husband Nick, 
her daughter Illona, her sons Alfred and Abraham 
and by all of the students and staff at school.

Members of her family and the MES Cairo 
staff attended a memorial service that was held at 

school. A special tree was planted in her memory in the 
Secondary atrium garden.

Her funeral was Held in england,
on 13tH october 2011.

O b i t u a r y
In lovIng memory of  

Teresa Drewry
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WELCOME TO NEW STAFF AT MES CAIRO

Chantelle Smith

I’m a new addition to the Science 
department, specialised in 
Biology. I come to MES from a 
Girls’ School in Ilford, just outside 
of London. I was born in London 
and raised in London, with roots 
in the West Indies-Jamaica! I 
have a major love of Tottenham 
Hotspur FC, and have done, 
since childhood. I like discovering 
new places, travelling, and well…
shopping! So far, loving Cairo and 
the relishing the prospect of getting to know the city, and you all more!

Brooke Vogel

Hey MES Cougars! My name is 
Brooke Vogel and I am very excited to 
be working with a superb group MES 
students, teachers and staff. I grew up 
in a small town in the state of Oregon 
called Cottage Grove where it rains A 
LOT SO I am happy to be in a place 
with endless sunshine!! My passion for 
art began at an early age when my late 
grandfather took me into his studio and 
let me experiment with his paints. Now 
I enjoy sharing that enthusiasm with 
students. I have taught P.E, and cooking 
In my spare time I enjoy running with my 

two dogs, snowboarding, water skiing, welding, long boarding and spending 
time with my family.

Oliver Morgan

Hello everyone, my name is Oliver Morgan and I 
am teaching Primary PE. This year will be a year of 
firsts for me! My first year teaching abroad as well 
as my first year teaching Primary aged children. 
I am looking forward to both as well as having 
lots of adventures in Cairo and Egypt. I am from 
a village called Saltwood in England and love to 
travel around the world to see all the sights. Sport 
is another huge part of my life and I like to play all 
sports and have just started diving in Egypt. I hope 
this is something I will keep doing in Egypt whilst 
teaching at MES Cairo.

Melanie Hayes – Primary LDD

My name is Melanie Hayes and I am the LDD teacher based with Year Two.  I am originally from York in the 
North of England. I am married and have a wonderful 2 year old son called Jason.  I have been teaching 
for thirteen years in various parts of the world! I spent four years training in London, including an overseas 
placement in France, before beginning my teaching career in the Isle of Wight in the South of England. 
I spent four very happy years there before deciding I wanted to work abroad. I moved to Saudi Arabia in 
2003 and spent two amazing years at the British School in Riyadh before moving to Ho Chi Minh City in 
Vietnam. It was here that I met my husband Tai.  I spent seven fantastic years in Vietnam before moving 
here this August. So far I am really enjoying being in Egypt and have met some lovely people.  My hobbies 
include playing with my son, meeting new people, singing and drama. I also enjoy learning new languages 
and am desperately trying to learn Arabic!

Maria Shooter - FS2 Violet Teacher 

I’ve come to Cairo with my history teaching 
husband and daughters, Winnie and Daphne, from 
the very rural South West of England.  We are all 
excited about the bright lights of the big city! I’ve 
worked mainly in Years One and Two before so I’m 
keen to immerse myself in the whole new world 
of Foundation Stage. I’ve already met wonderful 

colleagues and enthusiastic children so I’m looking forward to the fun and 
challenges that we’ll participate in together this year!

Philip Sperinck – Primary Teacher

Hello I am Philip Sperinck and i am the teacher 
for Year Four Blue. I was born in Kent in the 
UK where after leaving school I joined the 
Kent County Constabulary, where I served as 
a constable in Dover for several years before 
moving to become the village policeman in 
a small village just outside Dover. In 1990 I 
transferred to Dartford until in 1991 when I was 
involved in an accident on duty, which resulted in 
me retiring on ill health grounds.  I then decided 

to become a teaching assistant and attended 
university to complete my BA (QTS) in 2000. I taught in several schools in the 
UK and then in April 2010 I was offered a post at the International School in 
Tripoli, Libya. Unfortunately in February 2011 I had to leave Libya due to the 
civil unrest.  My interests outside of school include football and computers and 
I am trying desperately to learn to play the guitar.

Matt Holton – Primary Teacher

It’s great to be teaching Year Five Green this 
year and they have proven themselves to be 
both creative and enthusiastic so far. I’ve just 
moved from The International School of the 
Bahamas in Nassau (hope I have brought some 
of that Caribbean “Junkanoo spirit” with me!) 
Although my home town in the Buckinghamshire 
Chiltern Hills is beautiful, (North west of London, 

U.K), I love working in warm climates and have previously taught at leading 
International Schools in Malaysia and Sri Lanka. I am really looking forward 
to continuing my scuba diving here in Egypt. Another of my pastimes is as 
a volunteer medic with the charity St. John Ambulance, which I hope will 
benefit MES Cairo teachers in coming weeks, as I will train both staff and 
students in Emergency Aid. 

Most memorable Life Moment: Performing as Dodger in the musical “Oliver”

Scariest Life Moment: Surviving the 2006 Asian tsunami. Greatest Life 
Achievement so far: Travelling around 40 different countries.

Laura Butler

My name is Miss Laura. I am very excited to 
be joining the Primary PE Department at MES 
Cairo this year. I came from a small town in 
England called Hythe, where I used to teach as 
a secondary school PE teacher. So far I have 
really enjoyed working with the lovely primary 
children at MES Cairo as well as living in Egypt. 
While I am here I hope to travel around Africa 
and explore everything Egypt has to offer.
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Marlene Burek - 
Secondary LDD

I am from the U.S., 
New York State, grew 
up in Europe and also 
lived in Australia and 
New Zealand.  I just 
moved to Cairo from 
Dhaka in Bangladesh, 
where I worked at an 
international school and 
have also previously 

taught in Tunisia, Sri 
Lanka, the U.S., Australia and Egypt. My family and I 
loved living in Cairo in the past and I am so happy and 
excited to be back and work at MES Cairo. 

Paula Inger-Smith  - Secondary LDD 

Hi everyone, my name is Paula Inger-Smith. I come from 
Nottingham which is a city in the UK. I was very lucky 
to have a great job teaching Design and Technology 
to children in Coventry before I went to work for an 
amazing school in Hong Kong called the West Island 
School. Like MES Cairo, this school took great pride in 
inspiring its students to become the best they can be. 
I am already enjoying my role as a teacher in the LDD 
department very much and hope to get to know you all 
better in the near future.  In my spare time I like to visit 
the amazing sites that Cairo has to offer and to enjoy the 
wonderful and delicious local food. I also like to swim, 
jog and read and have also been known to play the odd 
round of golf. Oh, and I had better not forget to mention 
Mr. Maged’s amazing cups of tea, especially if they 
come with a biscuit or two!

Jamie and Steve Parrott

The Parrotts are a multinational 
teaching couple. Jamie springs 
from Washington State, USA, 
whilst Steve heralds from 
London, England. The two global 
travellers met in Thailand, moved 
to Venezuela, were engaged 
in Ecuador and married in The 
Dominican Republic. With a 
combined teaching experience 
of 22 years across 4 continents, 
we look forward to sharing our 
knowledge and skills here at MES 
Cairo.

Claire Aherne – Primary Teacher

Hi everyone! My name is Claire Aherne. I am from Ireland 
and grew up in a small town in the south of Ireland. I have a 
degree in science but shortly after finishing that I decided to 
train to be a teacher. I have spent the last three years living 
and working in a school north of London. I loved living and 
teaching in London but felt it was time for a new and exciting 
challenge so I decided to come here to MES Cairo. So far I 
have enjoyed every minute of living in this lively city and have 
loved visiting all the historical sites. I am looking forward to 
the year ahead, to seeing more of Egypt and of course I’m 
looking forward to what is going to be a great year of teaching 
in MES Cairo.

Courtney Johnson – Primary Key Stage One

I am new to the MES Cairo family but not new to 
Egypt.  I have been living and teaching in Cairo for 
the past five years.  My last three years have been in 
an FS2 classroom.  I am originally from Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada, where we proudly boast 
on our licence plates that we are the ‘Best Place 
on Earth’. Vancouver is a city filled with mountains, 
forest and the Pacific Ocean and is a ‘must see’!  After 
several years in Egypt and countless trips to the Red 
Sea, I question how truthful this statement is, as I 
think Egypt is quite beautiful.  I have been enjoying 
uncovering its unique little treasures.  Outside of 
teaching, I love baking cookies, cooking, eating, yoga, 

travelling the globe, laughing, and reading good books.  
My secret vices are coffee and chocolate and I can’t get enough of them!

Elizabeth Vallarino  - American Section English 

Hi! My name is Elizabeth (Beth) Vallarino. I was born and 
raised in Honolulu in Hawaii, which part of a tiny island 
chain located in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. I have 
spent the last six years living and working in Panama 
City, Central America, where I taught Language Arts at an 
American International school. I am thrilled to be here in 
Egypt, and I am greatly enjoying teaching at MES Cairo 
and getting to know my Grade Seven and Eight students! 
When I’m not at school, I enjoy hiking, reading, traveling, 
surfing, lying around at the beach and eating Italian food. 

Louise Kiernan – Primary Teacher

Hi everyone, my name is Louise and I come from Scotland 
which is a lot colder than Egypt at the moment!  This is my 
second time teaching abroad.  I have just come from an 
International School in Doha, Qatar where I taught for three 
years. I have loved my time in Cairo so far, there are just so 
many exciting things to see and do.  I love to travel, read and 
my favourite sport is shopping!  I’ve really enjoyed my time at 
MES Cairo so far and I’m really excited about exploring Egypt. 
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Lordina Diassona  - Secondary ICT

‘Patient and soft-spoken,’ are words I have heard being used to 
describe my personality! My name is Lordina Diassona and I am 
a British teacher of ICT. Before coming to Egypt I taught ICT and 
Business Studies at Acton High School in England. My passions 
of travelling, learning different cultures and meeting new people 
have lead me to international teaching and what a great place 
to start; the vibrant up and coming country of Egypt that is full of 
so much history. So far I have been impressed by the warm and 
approachable nature of all my students at MES Cairo, and look 
forward to a great year ahead. I am relishing the opportunity to 
contribute to MES Cairo’s commitment to excellence, which is 
something I truly believe in.

Robin Hill  - Secondary Science

I come to MES Cairo from Edmonton in 
western Canada. As you can imagine, 
the climate is different there.  My 
wife and I enjoy canoeing, hiking and 
skiing while in Canada.  In Egypt, we 
are fascinated by the rich and diverse 
culture.  I first visited Egypt in 1982 and 
have been longing to come back ever 
since.  I have also been a teacher in 
Australia and Nigeria.   Here at MES 
Cairo, I am teaching Biology and 
Advanced Placement Biology in the 
American Secondary section.

Laura Quarin – PE Department 

Though originally from the snow and ice of 
Ontario, Canada, I have happily developed a 
propensity for warmer climates. I have spent 
a year studying in NSW, Australia, four years 
teaching and coaching at an international 
school in Panama City, Panama and am 
now delighted to be experiencing Egypt as 
a member of the MES Cairo family. I enjoy 
traveling, hiking, being outside, seeing the 
ocean and reading books. I love sports in 
whatever form I can get them, and always 
look forward to getting a little ice hockey and 
lacrosse time when I return home. 

Donna Sweeney – Primary Teacher

Hi everyone! I’m Miss Donna, 
the class teacher of Year One 
Yellow. I come from rainy, 
grey Scotland in the UK and 
I am very happy to be here 
in beautiful Cairo where I can 
enjoy some sunshine. I love 
Cairo and have actually lived 
and taught here for many 
years. This year promises to 
be the best, however, as I am 
lucky enough to join the MES 
Cairo family. I look forward to 
working with you and if you 
see me around school, please 
say hello! I hope you like the 
photo of when I met Number Wizard this summer.

Nadya Shanab – Performing Arts Department

I recently moved back to Egypt from 
Liverpool, UK, where I was teaching 
with the Liverpool Music Support 
Service at several schools around the 
city.   I studied at the Liverpool Institute 
for Performing Arts for my Honours 
Degree in Music and prior to that I 
attended The American University in 
Cairo. Being an MES Cairo graduate, 
I’m feeling right at home and am very 
glad to be here. Nothing compares to 
Cairo’s sunshine and Egypt – Mother 
of the World, it feels great to be back!

Karen Armstrong – Primary Senior Lead Teacher

I’m delighted to be here at 
MES and in Cairo and I’m 
looking forward to finding 
out about your interesting 
country. I have an unusual 
job title, Senior Lead 
Teacher, but it means that 
I can have a fantastic time 
working with the children, 
teachers and TLA’s in the 
year groups I love most, 

the Foundation Stage and Year One.  Back in England I was a 
Reception (FS2) teacher for years and years (yes, I’m very old!) 
but I ended up as a Special Educational Needs advisor and then 
had three wonderful years in Vietnam.  I loved nearly everything 
about Vietnam apart from the fact it took me nearly 24 hours to 
get back to England to see my grown up sons; one is a teacher 
and the other is in the Royal Air Force.  I love travelling to different 
places, eating chocolate, scuba diving, eating more chocolate, 
reading historical books and eating even more chocolate!

Simon Griffin

I have joined MES Cairo from the 
island of Ireland, also known as the 
land of saints and scholars.  My home 
is situated on the edge of the North 
Atlantic looking towards the Americas 
in a beautiful but dull place where 
it actually rains on average once 
a day.  I have learnt to live with the 
abundance of water and my favorite 
sports are surfing, windsurfing, 
kayaking, cat sailing, diving and 
swimming.

Matt Prebble - Secondary Business 
Studies

Matt Prebble is a 
British teacher of 
Business Studies. 
After his teacher 
training he travelled 
the world for a year 
and then took up a his 
first teaching position 
at Kings College in 
Guildford, England, 
where he worked for 

four years dedicating his 
time to teaching Business and ICT, developing 
the Business Studies department and playing 
guitar in productions! MES Cairo is his first 
international teaching position and although 
living and working in Cairo has been quite a 
change, he’s thoroughly enjoying himself and 
is proud to be part of the MES Cairo family!

52



Gail Cornish

I was born in Glasgow, Scotland, but have lived most of my life in England. I studied Civil 
Engineering and Surveying at City University. My last job was as a teacher of Mathematics 
and Science at Bell Bedgebury International School in Kent, England. The school was based 
in a stately home, complete with horses and a boating lake, about 80km south of London. 
You may know that I enjoy gardening and astronomy, but you may not know that I can ride a 
motorcycle and have served tea to the Queen. Egypt has some of the most friendly people 
in the world and I hope to help some of them achieve enormous success.

Phil Tranmer – Secondary ICT

Hi, my background is slightly different 
to most teachers. I started my career at 
16 when I joined the British army as an 
infantry soldier and stayed with them for 9 
years. I then joined the Royal Air Force as a 
musician and completed a further 6 years. 
During my time with the RAF Central band 
and Officer Band in Lincolnshire I played 
in many of the major venues in Europe 
and London.  Throughout my military 
career I was fortunate enough to play with 

the London Symphony Orchestra and the BBC Concert Orchestra 
on occasion and soloed in the Albert Hall nine times .Following a 
further four years in industry I then decided to qualify as a teacher 
starting off in a successful Academy in the North of England. I then 
took on a post as Head Teacher of a Pupil Referral Unit and three 
years later in March 2011 commenced teaching in a prison. In my 
spare time I like Skiing, Motorcycles and flying small aircraft.

Hussain Hassan – Secondary Mathematics

I am a Mathematics teacher in the British 
section. I was born and raised in Kuwait, then 
lived for eight years in the UK. I lived five 
years in Scotland and three years in England. 
I started teaching in 2007. I like exploring new 
places, travelling, playing video games (PC 
games and PS3!) and taking photographs. 
This is my first overseas job. My aim is to do 
my best in making sure that all the students do 
their very best!

Una Stiles-Ni Bhroin – Primary Music

My name is Una Stiles-Ni Bhroin, (quite a mouthful I know!) and I originally come from Ireland.  I have been 
living and working abroad for nearly 25 years both as a Primary and Secondary Music Teacher.  I have also 
been the PR and Communications Director of the British International School in Istanbul before coming to 
Cairo over a year ago.  I am really looking forward to being back in the classroom again.  I will be part of the 
Primary Music Department and will be working with Years One through to six!  I hope that the children will 
enjoy their music classes for the coming year and that they will be inspired to always have a love of music 
no matter what they eventually do with their lives!

Matthew Coolin  - Secondary English 

Hi, I’m Matthew Coolin, an English 
teacher from Nottingham, England, 
home of Robin Hood. I previously 
worked at a girls’ school in the idyllic 
English countryside and MES is my 
first step into the world of international 
teaching. I like to travel, read and learn 
about history and culture, so Egypt 
is an excellent place to be! Sadly my 
pale skin is not coping too well with the 
sun here... However, I’m really looking 
forward to experiencing everything that 
MES, and Egypt, has to offer.

Denise Sullivan – Secondary English 
Department

I am excited to be joining the excellent staff 
at MES this year as an English teacher in the 
Secondary American Section. I am originally 
from Chicago, Illinois, but have lived and 
worked at schools in Egypt for many years. 
When I am not teaching, I enjoy reading, 
swimming and cooking. I also love scuba 
diving in the Red Sea, and camping in the 
desert with my husband and three sons. So 
far I have been impressed by the friendliness 
and enthusiasm of my students at MES, and 
look forward to a great year together.

Michael Constantini  - Secondary English

I have just started at MES Cairo, teaching 9th and 10th grade English in the American section.  
I just moved here from Istanbul, Turkey where I was teaching at an international school for two 
years.  I’m a graduate of Penn State University where I studied Secondary Education – English; I 
did my student teaching at a school in Philadelphia and graduated in 1997.  Afterwards, I moved to 
New York City, which became my home for 10 years.  In 2007 I took my first overseas position at a 
private school in Seoul, South Korea and I then found my way to Istanbul.  I’m an avid photographer 
and I will be having a photo exhibition in the near future in New York City and/or Istanbul.  Also, I 
guess you can say that I’m addicted to traveling, and being here in Egypt has been nothing short of 
a super, travel experience.  I’m having the greatest time with the students and everyone on the staff 
is very professional.  It’s a pleasure being a part of the MES Cairo team – Go Cougars!
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M E S m e r i s e d

The Directors, Staff and Students of the MES Cairo family wish you 
Greetings of the Season and a Happy New Year.

MESsenger Team: Ms. S. Sheehan, Mrs. L. Dermody, Ms. G. Dajani, Miss S. Nabil, Miss O. 
Mawla, Mr. J. Crabb, Mr. S. Morris, Mr. P. McTigue, Mr. M. Coolin, Karim Shaltout (Y9B), Amina 
El-Kerdani (G9G), Farah Hamdy (G9G), Hana El-Sayad (G9G), Rachel Saunders (G9G), Alia 
Mazhar (Y8R), Amina El Ghazaly (Y7Y), Sam Sanabani (Y7B), Hisham Ahmed (Y7Y)
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IBO World School
*

CIE Fellowship Centre Status
*

Df E - Department for Education (UK) Number 7036316
*

Member of British Schools in the Middle East (BSME)
*

Associate Member of European Council of International Schools (ECIS)
*

Council of International Schools (CIS)
*

Fully accredited by Middle States Association (MSA) Commission on 
Elementary and Secondary Schools

*
Fully accredited as an International School by Ministry of Education, Egypt

*
Member Near East South Asia (NESA) Council of Overseas Schools

*
NCA Accredited - AdvancED

*
ICT Mark (UK 2010)
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Modern English School Cairo
New Cairo, South of Police Academy

Tel: (202) 2618-9600
Fax: (202) 2617 0020

Website: www.mescairo.com
E-mail: mescairo@mescairo.com

Mailing address: P.O.Box 5, New Cairo, Tagamoa Khamis, 11835, Cairo, Egypt

Modern English School Cairo
•	 British	Curriculum	Foundation	Stage	
One	to	IGCSE,	AS	and	A	Level

•	 American	High	School	Diploma
•	 International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	
Diploma	Programme
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