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Dear Parents and Students, 
 
What a pleasure it is to be writing my first MES Cairo newsletter to you as the new Whole School Principal.  I 
would like to extend a thousand thanks to Mrs Sawsan Dajani, Ms Ghada Dajani, and the students and staff of 
our school for their lovely warm welcome extended to the Kirby family.  My wife, Leslie, our son, Will, now 
embarking on his IBDP journey, and we are all delighted to be a part of the MES Cairo family. 
 
I am so pleased to let you know that the students and staff are off to a great start to the academic year, 2012-
2013. To all our returning students, welcome home, and to all students new to our lovely school, a hearty 
welcome!   It has been such a pleasure for me to meet so many students already:  in Assemblies and 
homerooms, in hallways and when walking outside our school buildings.  I am now looking forward to meeting 
many more girls and boys - and young men and women - over the coming days and weeks, as well as to meet 
with you, their parents. 
 
On the Senior Leadership Team front, my profound thanks to my predecessor as Whole School Principal, Mr. 
Peter Godfrey (Founding Principal, and Member of the Board of Directors) for working together with Mrs 
Sawsan Dajani, Ms Ghada Dajani, and with a generation of students and staff, helping to create such a superb 
school! 
 
My great congratulations and ‘welcome home’ to Mrs Regina Le Beau, who has returned to MES Cairo as 
Principal of American Section after a ’sabbatical’ of seven years.  A very warm welcome and congratulations, as 
well, to Mr David Poad, KS2 Deputy Head Teacher, Mrs Dodie Ballard, Assistant Principal of American Section. To 
Mr Khalid El- Metaal, returning for his fourth year, congratulations on his new appointment as the Secondary 
Deputy Head of Teaching and Learning. 
 
A huge welcome home, as well, to all our returning teachers, and to all those staff new to our school. I know 
that from our opening day, great teaching and learning has been going on, certificates for hard work and 
positive attitude awarded already to students in our Primary section, and assignments handed in to the 
secondary section teachers. 
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The leadership team for this academic year is: 
 
PRIMARY 
KS1 Head Teacher   : Mrs Sasha Crabb 
KS2 Head Teacher   : Mr Simon Jodrell 
 
KS1 Deputy Head Teacher  : Mrs Carmella Jodrell 
KS2 Deputy Head Teacher  : Mr David Poad 
 
 
Senior Lead Teachers   : Mrs Charlotte Trout 
     : Mrs Maureen Glancy 
     : Mrs Barbara Meason 
 
SECONDARY BRITISH SECTION 
Head of British Section   : Mrs Nicola Singleton 
Deputy Head, British Section  : Mr Stephen Perry 
Deputy Head of Teaching & Learning : Mr Khalid El-Metaal (British & American Section) 
KS3 Coordinator   : Mrs Christine Downey 
KS4 Coordinator   :  Ms Sarah Harrison 
 
AMERICAN SECTION 
Principal of American Section  : Mrs Regina Le Beau 
Assistant Principal of American Section : Mrs Dodie Ballard 
 
Senior Student Counsellor  : Mr Daniel Tomlin 
G7/8 Coordinator   : Ms Rachel McCall 
G9/G10 Coordinator   : Mr Jonathan Todd 
 

 
IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
Head of IB Diploma Section  : Mrs Nicola Singleton 
IB Diploma Coordinator   : Mr Christopher O’Connell 
ASA and CAS Coordinator  : Mrs Alice Allsop 
 
 
SUMMARY OF EXTERNAL EXAMINATION RESULTS – JUNE 2012  
 

    BRITISH SECTION: 
 
Year 10 IGCSE 
There has been a significant increase on last year in top grades (A* and A). 49.5% of all MES Cairo IGCSE entries 
in 2012 resulted in A*/A grades.  This compares to 22.4% in UK GCSE results this year. 
 
97.2% of all MES Cairo IGCSE entries in 2012 resulted in A*-C grades (passing grades for university entrance).  
This compares to 69.4% in UK GCSE results this year. 
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These successes are particularly magnificent given that nearly all our candidates are a year younger than their 
UK counterparts and have English as their second language.  Obviously there are many significant success stories 
for departments and their staff but an extra-ordinary achievement evident in IGCSE English Literature was the 
awarding of A* grades for every one of the six candidates entered.  This is unprecedented at MES Cairo. 
Similarly, regarding individual candidates, there are numerous outstanding achievements but none can match or 
surpass Sameh Massoud’s (Y10B) perfect eight A*grades out of 8 subjects.  
 
Year 11 AS-level 
It is pleasing to report a vast improvement in percentage of A grades at Advanced Subsidiary level to 19.8%, 
nearly double last year’s figure.  These include five grade As in Chemistry and four grade As for Ahmed Hafez 
Y11B. 
 
The overall pass rate was 89.3% which is above the figure for the UK.  We look forward to all of these students 
continuing with the second half of their A-levels this year in preparation for universities, including in the UK. 
 
Y12 A-level 
The 2012 overall pass rate of 97.3% is commendable. However, Ahmed El-Gharib Y12Y, is an example to others 
in his determination to succeed.  In 2011 he had achieved AS-level grades C, C and B in Business, Economics and 
Maths respectively.  Through encouragement from his teachers and more self-motivation he has managed to 
turn these into final A-level grades of  A, A* and B, making him the top performer in the British Section over two 
years.   
 

   AMERICAN SECTION: 
 
The AP results for the 2011-2012 academic year were, once again, quite impressive. MES Cairo offered 11 AP 
subjects during the school year. 72 students in Grades 11 and 12 were enrolled in these courses and registered 
to take a total of 116 AP exams at the end of the year.  47% of the students scored a 3, 4 or 5 on the exams 
which, in most US universities and colleges, can give them college credit for freshman level ( 1st Year) college 
courses. 
 
The average SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) score of the MES Cairo senior class was 1501. The average score of 
American students taking the exam in the United States was 1500.  
 
For the 2012-2013 school year, 73 students are enrolled in ten AP courses in grades 11 and 12, with 26 students 
in Grade 11, and 47 in Grade 12. The AP courses offered this year are: Chemistry, Biology, Micro and Macro 
Economics, Physics, Calculus, Art History, Studio Art, World History, Comparative Governments and Politics, and 
English Language & Composition 
 
 
 IB DIPLOMA SECTION: 
 

 
 
 

The IBDP results of Modern English School Cairo students for May 2012 are once 
again outstanding. For the second year running we have a perfect 100% pass rate 
for all our IB Diploma candidates.  In virtually every subject the average grade is 
well above the world average.  
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Our highest grade was 40 points.  According to the Universities Central Admissions Service's (UCAS) Tariff in 
Britain this scores 611 points, this should be compared with 4 grade A*s at A2 level scoring 560 points or 5 grade 
5s on the Advanced Placement(AP) exams scoring 600 points.  Special mention should be made of Salah 
Batroukh who was the student who achieved this grade. Close on his heels was Farah Azmy with 39 points with 
a tariff score of 589 points.  Again, this is above the tariff for 4 grade A*s at A2 level and very close to 5 grade 5s 
at AP level. Our average diploma grade of above 32 points scores 435 points on the UCAS tariff.  Compare this to 
2 grade A*s and one grade A at A2 Level with a tariff score of 400 points or 3 grade 5s and one grade 4 at AP 
with a tariff score of 460points. 
 
These results have given our students access to some of the finest universities in Egypt and overseas.  The 
university destinations of our IBDP May 2012 cohort include: University of Berkeley, USA; University of Santa 
Barbara, USA; Pennsylvania State University, USA; McGill University, Canada; Waterloo University, Canada; 
Queens University, Canada; York University, UK; University of Maastricht, Netherlands; American University of 
Paris, France and American University of Cairo, Egypt. 
 
MES CAIRO SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
 

 
Our 2012/2013 Scholarship winners are: 
 
British Section  : Ahmed Yehia Hafez 
American Section : Alia Bassam Zaki 
IBDP Section  : Lyla Hussein Atta 
 
PRIMARY 
 
The Primary students have settled well and are happy in their learning.  In order to give you a chance to meet 
your child’s new class teacher and find out about the year ahead in Primary please make a note of these key 
dates regarding our ‘Meet and Greet’ sessions which began for Year 4 parents on Sunday 16th September in the 
school theatre: 
 

Year Date Time 

Year 4 16th September 10.30am-11.30am 

Year 1 17th September 12.15pm-1.15pm 
Year 5 18th September 10.30am-11.30am 

FS2   19th  September 12.30pm-1.30pm 
(Children will leave with you at 1.30pm/Siblings will not leave until 

2.50pm) 
Year 3 20th  September 10.30am-11.30am 
Year 2 23rd September 10.30am-11.30am 

FS1 24th September 12.30pm-1.30pm 
 (Children will leave with you at 1.30pm/Siblings will not leave until 

2.50pm) 
Year 6 25th September 10.30am-11.30am 

 

It is with great pride that we continue our tradition of honouring our most 
worthy students who, in addition to their strong academic results, 
contribute positively to the school life and community. 
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 Lunch box: (sandwich/fruit/vegetables/juice, etc) or no more than 20 LE to buy food at the school 
canteen (if your son/daughter is in Year 1-6).  Pizza, Macaroni, Waffle, Pretzel, etc.  

 Pencil case: 2 HB pencils, rubber, glue stick, ruler, white board pen, coloured pencils - no felt tips please 
- (if your son/daughter is in Year 1-6)                        

 Bags:  Students are asked not to bring large bags with wheels to school.  These bags can be cumbersome 
and dangerous to other children.  

In order to help us ensure that the children’s transportation arrangements are correct, please make sure that 
any changes to Primary transport are made by 11.00am at the latest. 
 
TRANSPORTATION AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY        
 

                                  
The following is a reminder of our school transportation policy: 
 

 All students using school transportation should travel home by school transportation every school day. 

 Any student wishing to change from the normal routine should bring a note to school and pass it to the 

Department Administrative Officer early in the morning, to allow time for processing. 

 No changes to transportation plans will be made after 12.15pm. 

 If there is an ‘extreme emergency’ requiring a change to transportation plans, then the school’s, Front 

Desk should be contacted early in the school day and certainly before 12.15pm. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

               
 There should be NO T-shirt showing under uniform school shirts and blouses regardless of colour. 

 Any shoes which have a hint of likeness to trainers or sandals are NOT acceptable school footwear.  If 

unsure, please check with the Homeroom/Class Teachers. 

 Primary students should wear trainers on PE days only and smart black shoes with their uniform. 

 Hair should be neatly groomed;  boy’s hair should be short and cut above the shirt collar. 

More details about our uniform expectations can be found on our website and in the Secondary Student 
Planner. 
      
 

The end of the school day is a time when everyone has to work as a member of a 
team to ensure that all the students leave school safely and on time. 

 

Just a reminder that: 

 

Please can your child bring these items to school with them making 
sure all items are clearly named: 

 



c:\users\mali2.mescairo.000\appdata\local\microsoft\windows\temporary internet files\content.ie5\o0rt20d4\newsletter (1) september 2012 (2).docx 

 

 

 

 

New Cairo, South of Police Academy 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 5, New Cairo, Tagamoa Khamis, 11835 Cairo, Egypt 

Tel.: +2 02 26189600 Fax: 2617 0020 
Email: mescairo@mescairo.com Website: www.mescairo.com 

   
 

                                                                                                         
 
MES Cairo is always looking to improve and respond to sensible change.                                                        
 
Please note:  For whole-school newsletters for this academic year 2012-013 we shall continue to issue hard 
copies, and also send you a copy by e-mail;  you can also find a copy of each whole school newsletter on our 
website at www.mescairo.com                                                                   
 
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ANY CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS IS SENT TO: mescairo@mescairo.com for our records. 
                                                      

                                                                           
 

 
 

 
 
For any immediate concerns on day-to-day matters, the homeroom tutor (Secondary) or class teacher (Primary) 
should be contacted.  Head of Subject Departments in Secondary are contactable regarding curriculum matters, 
and Deputy Head Teachers and Head Teachers of the British/IBDP Section and Vice Principal/Principal of 
American Secondary Section are contactable for higher concerns or worries. 
 
To you all, I wish a most successful and happy school year. 
                                                                                                                         
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Matthew Kirby 
Whole School Principal 

 

Our student enrolment is now over 2000 and next June we expect 103 students to 
graduate to universities around the world. 
 
Our overall student/teacher ratio is 1:10. 

 

MES Cairo has always been known for its friendly, approachable, professional staff who 
are always ready to listen, discuss and respond to any concerns. 
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