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Please note:  

 Next week’s Golden Rule is “We Look after Property”.  Our 5R focus is to be Reflective. 

 Please remember to encourage your child to use good manners at home, especially to say “Please” and “Thank you”.  We 
will be rewarding children who have good manners here as usual. 

 Parents evening is next Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd January. 

 Class and individual photos take place next week, starting on Sunday 20th January. 
 

Foundation Stage One 
Happy New Year to you all.  We hope you have enjoyed spending quality time with your children during the holiday.  Winter is here! Please 
remember to ensure that all your child’s clothing is labelled correctly including coats, hats, scarves and gloves.  Some children have been wearing 
two or three coats to school.  If you are concerned that your child may be cold please put extra layers underneath their school jumpers, cardigans or 
sweat tops. You can support your child’s independence through teaching your child how to put on and take off their own coats, hats and gloves. 
This term we will be revising Phase One Letters and Sounds phonics activities, Jolly Phonics letter sounds ‘s’, ‘a’, ‘t’, ‘I’, ‘p’, ‘n’, and introducing the 
letter sounds ‘c’, ‘k’, ‘e’, ‘h’, ‘r’, ‘m’, ‘d’.  This link will help you support your child with this http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGpsVmWLRFA  You 
can also support your child in recognising initial sounds by playing games such as ‘I spy’.  We look forward to seeing you all again next week during 
parents’ evenings.  Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Foundation Stage Two 
Our new topic ‘I like to move it, move it!’ has now begun. The children began this unit about transport last week. They have had fun learning all 
about Pirate ships and sailing the seven seas.  We have read pirate stories, sang pirate songs and made pirate gold! This song on You Tube 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=exads7KV-Y0 is not only super cute and catchy it names parts of a ship, reinforces colours and may be used to 
discuss ‘getting along’. This treasure map story http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-stories-treasure-map-popup.htm reinforces vocabulary such as 
behind, forward, left, right and straight. The children in Foundation Stage Two will be learning about transport around the world, as well as what 
materials cars, boats, rockets, bicycles etc are made of.  To help us in our transport quest it would be fabulous if you could send in pictures of your 
child on different types of transport such as camels, horses, cars, trains and aeroplanes.  During this topic the children will be designing and creating 
a plethora of transport models and we would be very grateful for recycled materials such as newspapers, water bottles, cardboard boxes, cardboard 
tubes, egg boxes as well as the usual items you are so great at sending in. 
In Maths, both last week and next week we will be continuing to work on basic skills such as addition, subtraction, counting forwards and 
backwards, 2D and 3D shapes, one more than and one less than.  Please take every opportunity to reinforce these concepts with your child at home 
and even out shopping! 
On a final note we look forward to seeing you next week to discuss how much progress your children have made in the first term. 

 

Year One  
Year One began another fabulous topic last week aptly named after our children: ‘Shiny, Happy People’.  Our topic is all about light and dark, 
electricity (simple circuits), maps and plans.  Last week our own shiny, happy people went into the theatre in order to watch a ‘Tourist Board’ 
information film about some of the countries that we will visit, and some of the celebrations that we will find out about. There were many 
‘ooohhhs’ and ‘Ahhhhs’. The children were very excited to discover that we will be taking a trip around the world.  They are looking forward to 
reading stories from other cultures, reading poetry and gathering facts from non-fiction texts about celebrations and festivals which involve light 
and dark. Next week we will begin our ‘Big Spelling Beat That!’ challenges.  This will involve keyword spelling challenges.  We are sure that the 
children will love doing them as they love the ‘Big Maths Beat That!’ challenges. It would be fabulous if you could continue to reinforce the 
keywords at home with your child.  This website has great games that will help - http://resources.woodlands-
junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy.html#5.  Finally we are looking forward to seeing you next week in order to discuss how much progress your 
children have made in the first term. 

 

 

Year Two  
Welcome back and “Nín hǎo” from Year Two! We have started our new topic this week ‘Amazing Asia’.  There was great excitement as the Year Two 
Pod was transformed into a rainbow of red and gold to celebrate all things Asian.  We even have a Chinese restaurant where we can practice using 
chopsticks!  We have started the topic by looking at Traditional Tales from countries around Asia.  The children have been visited by five different 
storytellers (The teachers from Year Two!) and have been practicing their speaking and listening skills.  At the weekend, why not try to invent your 
own story with your child, focusing on storytelling, using a clear speaking voice and adding some interesting voices or actions! 
In Maths, we have been revising place value.  Most children have been partitioning three digit numbers into hundreds, tens and units.  For example: 
135 = 100 + 30 + 5.  Please can we take this opportunity to remind parents again to label all jumpers and coats so that we can return all lost and 
found items as speedily as possible. 
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 House Points will not be collected by our Year Six House Captains this week because of the Ministry of Education exams 
taking place in Year Six. 

 Congratulations to these children for getting 200 House Points! 
                 Zeina Sherif (4G), Anindita Sharma (6O), Nada Karim (3B), Malak Attiq (4V), Adam Kirollos (3G) and Laila Haikal (4V). 
 

 

 

   

Year Three 
It was lovely to see the children again after the break and to hear about all the exciting things they had done over the holiday.  In Year Three the 
children spent the short week revising VCOP skills, thinking about punctuation and connectives in particular, and practicing joined handwriting.   
In Maths, the children revised last term’s work so that they would be ready for their new unit of work.  Please make sure that your children know 
their tables well, as this will really help them in the coming unit.  Also practice the inverse of these tables e.g. 8 x 5 = 40 so 40 ÷ 5 = 8 and 40 ÷ 8 = 5. 
Thank you. 
On Thursday during second break the children were entertained wonderfully in the theatre by the ‘Shine On’ bands who had been rehearsing for a 
long time.  Well done to all our musicians for working so hard! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Year Four  
It was great to see the children return refreshed and ready for work after the end of term holiday.  The children wrote recounts of their holidays in 
order to revise this writing genre and they also brushed up on their general literacy skills, such as punctuation, capital letters and connectives.  
In Maths, the Year Four children began (Unit E), which is all about calculations and word problems, so knowledge of number bonds and tables is 
very important in this unit. Please make sure that you look at the equipment list at the beginning of the home/school link book as some children 
are coming to school without the things they need for these lessons.  The new Curriculum Diversity leaflet has been given to your child this week. 
Please make sure you read it with your child and explore the activities and websites suggested. 
It is only a few weeks until the Year Four production! All the costumes arrived this week and are looking wonderful.  A letter will be sent to you 
with the amount you need to pay the dressmaker.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Year Five  
Happy New Year to all parents and children in Year Five.   And what a fabulous start to 2013: Year Five had a tremendous introduction to their new 
topic “Wet and Wild!” with a stormy experience in the theatre, when the Year Five teachers managed to recreate a tornado!  The students then 
heard the weather forecast for the next few days, a podcast especially created for them by the Year Five team.  Since they will be creating their 
own weather podcasts soon, we have been looking at the features of scripts as well as advanced punctuation: colons, semi-colons and speech 
marks.  In Maths, we have been consolidating our knowledge of fractions, decimals and percentages.  More on that, as well as our Wet and Wild 
topic, can be found on the following websites: 
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/fractions/ 
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/ 
http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames/punctuation.html 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Six   
Welcome back to all our Year Six parents.  
We have now moved into our second topic for this year, ‘Around The World in 68 Days,’ and what a learning journey the children are going to be 
going on! 
Already in this short amount of time your child has been completing some great work on the continents on our wonderful planet and looking at 
different maps.  Next week sees the children taking an adventure deep into the Amazon Rainforest where they are going be exploring what can be 
found in each of the layers.  This website will help your child to generate some background knowledge: 
http://www.chiddingstone.kent.sch.uk/homework/rainforest.html What interesting facts can your child discover, using this site?   
In Maths, we are going exploring and problem solving different fraction, decimal and percentage questions. Which is bigger 3/5 or 55%? Why?  
IMPORTANT:  Due to the children in Year Six studying hard for their ministry exams, the Year Six teaching team have postponed the submission 
date of the new thematic project to Sunday 3rd March (after the February break.) 
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