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Primary Weekly Newsletter   
26th September, 2012  

Please note:  

 Next week’s Golden Rule is “We are kind and helpful.” Our focus 5R will be Relationships. 

 From Year One up no birthday cakes of any kind are allowed.  Thank you. 
  

Foundation Stage One 
The children in FS1 have all settled in well to their new school and are now embarking on their exciting MES Cairo Learning Journey.  
It was a great pleasure to meet all our parents at the Meet and Greet session this week; your enthusiasm and commitment is very 
important to your child’s learning.  Please encourage your child to use good manners and encourage the use of “please” and “thank 
you” at all times.  We are enjoying learning about colours - please ask the children the colours of objects they see around them. 
 A few gentle reminders: 
1. Please label all belongings including bags, clothes and lunchboxes. 
2. We are a healthy school and children do not eat sweets whilst here.  Please do not put sweets in your child’s lunchbox.   
3. No toys are allowed at school. 
4. Please check your child’s link book every day for notes from your child’s teacher and remove any work or letters from the file. 

 

Foundation Stage Two 
The FS2 team has enjoyed welcoming our new classes and getting to know all the children over the past couple of weeks, and we are 
all very excited about the year ahead.  This year we will have a particular focus on developing the children’s creativity, and their 
confidence and imagination in expressing their ideas through talk, play, music, movement, drama, ICT and art work in two and three 
dimensions.  Each week we will be asking you to collect and send in some recyclable materials that we can use in our activities – this 
week, please send plastic bottle tops from water, milk or juice bottles.  
During the first six weeks of this term, the teachers are choosing their favourite children’s books to plan a variety of exciting activities 
from.  These books are: ‘Guess how much I love you’ by Sam McBratney; ‘Sharing a Shell’ by Julia Donaldson; ‘David Goes to School’ 
by David Shannon; ‘Harris Finds his Feet’ by Catherine Rayner; ‘Tallulah’s Atishoo’ by Neil Griffiths; and ‘Night Monkey, Day Monkey’ 
by Julia Donaldson. 
At home – ask your child to tell you in English which is their favourite book, and why they like it. 

 

Year One  
Year One children have settled into their new routine well.  The class buddies are setting great examples of following the Golden 
Rules and many classes are already gaining class reward points!  In this next week of the term, Year one will be starting a new book 
project.  Ask your child to tell you about the new story they have been reading in class.  Who are the characters?  Where does the 
story take place?  What happens?  What do you like in the story?  In our writing this week we will be exploring a few different types 
of writing styles and purposes.  In Maths we are focusing on simple addition and subtraction calculations, encouraging children to 
recall simple facts of one more and one less of a number (1-20). This will also help to consolidate children’s understanding and 
ordering of numbers from 0-20.  Don’t forget to keep checking your child is working hard to recall the high frequency words they 
took home to practice last week.  Following on from our ‘Meet & Greet’, we’d like to inform you that the Year one Arabic information 
and homework can also be found on teacherweb: www.teacherweb.com/EG/ModernEnglishSchool/Arabic-Year1/  

 

Year Two  
Welcome to Year Two!  We hope you have all had enjoyable and relaxing holidays and are ready for the action packed year ahead!  
We have started the new term with a six week ‘book project’.  Why not ask your child to re-tell the story at home? The start of a new 
school year is always exciting and full of new things to talk about.  Why not use this opportunity to talk to your child in English about 
their day and what they have enjoyed doing? 
In Year Two we believe that ‘Manners Matter’ and we will be reminding the children how small acts of politeness can improve 
everyone’s day! Why not start at home, by helping your child to always say “please” and “thank you”. 
It was great to see so many parents at the Year Two Information meetings.  If you have any queries regarding any information 
discussed, please refer to our ‘Teacher Web’ page linked to the school website, or contact your child’s class teacher through the 
school link book.  
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Year Three 
It’s been a great start to the year so far with the Year Three children beginning their book projects.  Green, Yellow and Blue class are 
reading ‘Tales of a 4

th
 Grade Nothing’ by Judy Bloom, whilst Violet, Red and Orange have been looking at ‘C.I.A: The Moo-my’s 

Curse’ by Steve Cole.  Using these books we’ll be looking at a variety of genres, including play scripts, information texts and stories 
with familiar settings.  At home please discuss with your child the genre that they have covered and perhaps they could even tell 
you the success criteria for each one! Our spelling rule next week will be the long vowel phoneme ‘i’ (as in kite).   
The children are set for Maths in Year Three and have now met their teacher.  It is important, after the long summer, to practice 
mental Maths skills with your children.  Ensure that they know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables besides addition and subtraction facts 
to 20.  

 

Year Four  
This year we welcome back to Year Four Mr Dan and Ms Helen and we also welcome Ms Lauren who joins us from Year Five. We are 
also delighted to welcome Ms Jane and Mr Mulligan to Year four and the MES Cairo team.  All of the children have had a wonderful 
start to Year Four and have been busy immersing themselves in their Book Study book.  Why not ask your child about the book that 
they are studying in class?  Besides, each class has been working hard within their Maths groups.  In Maths we have been looking at 
the importance of place value when doing calculations.  Ask your child if they are able to tell you more about place value.  Can they 
tell what number each digit in a number represents? (for example, what does the 5 in 451 represent?) 
With all this hard work going on in Year Four, we look forward to a great year ahead! 

 

Year Five  
It’s amazing that we are already three weeks into our new school year!  The Year Five teachers hope you all had a wonderful 
summer!  It is great to see how the children in Year Five have taken to the challenge of the new academic year and begun to 
produce fantastic work already.  Well done to all of them for such a great start.  The Book Projects that the children are currently 
working hard on are going amazingly well.  All the children are now covering their second novel, and this is introducing them to a 
variety of genres that they will study in depth throughout the year.  Such an interesting, yet diverse start to the year is really 
whetting the children’s appetite for what is to come.  In Maths we will be moving on to our second unit.  This will see the children 
focusing on securing their number facts through areas such as multiples and factors of numbers; both exciting and vital areas of 
Maths. During music lessons, Year Five are also in full swing preparing for their concert.  Please can all parents encourage the 
children to learn the words at home whenever possible.  

 

Year Six  
It has been a very positive start to Year Six.  The children have begun the year enthusiastically and I have been particularly 
impressed with the manners and helpfulness of many.  Thanks to the children who volunteered to help out with the equipment box 
these last few weeks.  They have been invaluable, spending their break times ensuring that the playground equipment is being given 
out and looked after.  It has also been great to see so many of our wonderful Year Six children putting themselves forward for the 
position of House Captain and Class Reps this year.  Great public speaking skills Year Six, well done!  
Already in these past few weeks, the Year Six curriculum has been packed with some great activities and opportunities for learning.  
Our Book Study is proving to be an invaluable tool for future learning- can your child tell you about the books they have been 
studying? What genres have they covered so far? Can they name any of the features? In Maths, the children are going to be 
focusing on different properties of numbers and how they relate to their timetable facts.  Can your child tell you the product of 0.4 
and 6? Is your child able to complete the following number sentence? ( ? X 4) + 8 = 10.4  
The Year Six teachers have been impressed with the return of the paper bag book reports and are looking forward to the children 
telling their peers all about them! Well done to all of Year Six for their great start to this academic year  
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